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APPROBATION. 


THE Prayer-book, drawn up under the title 
of The Christian Praying in the Spirit of the 
Catholic Church, contains nothing contrary to 
Catholic Faith and Morality , but is calculated 
to excite pious affections and religious senti * 
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


♦ 


J HAVE ventured to compose a Prayer-book 
—may our good God in his lore give a blessing 
to my feeble undertaking !— -May we gladly v 
and often pray, ana with heartfelt joy lift up 
our eyes and hands, our heart and understand- 
ing to God 1 How gladly should we converse 
with God, and. fall prostrate m the dust before 
his infinite holiness! Sometimes in our prayers, 
joyfully embrace vary affectionately his fatherly 
gratae and mercy, and sometimes implore his 
almighty goodness for a blessing on ourselves 
and others. Pour out our hearts before God, 
as children before their father, and invite all 
heaven and earth to praise his magnificence! 
Penetrated also with a deep sense of his justice, 
tremble with filial fear, and be convinced in 
our hearts, that He & the most high and holy 
Being, before whom the Angels and the ^he- 
rubims are as nothing ! How ought we to re- 



iv PREFACE. 

fleet, when we appear before him, that God ?s 
a father of nfercy, a helper in time of need,, a 
giver of all good gifts, a rewarder of the good, 
and a punisher of the wicked ! But that many 
of us are not penetrated with these sentiments, 
every one's experience too unhappily teaches.— 
How often are our prayers cold and forced, 
spiritless, full of distractions, and mere service 
of the lips ; because— in many of us the Faith 
in Him, in whom, before whom, afid to whom 
we pray, is feeble and impotent. O may the 
pious soul who makes use of this book, be ex- 
cited to prayer by a true, holy, life-giving Faith ; 
then will the praise of our Lord be proclaimed 
in a worthy manner, and we shall pray in the 
Spirit of the Catholic Church; and though we 
are still pilgrims on this perishable earth, we 
shall unite with the holy and perfect company 
jn heaven, in one common praise to God ami 
the Lamb. We will follow him with all eager-* 
ness, and having once learned the true art of 
praying well, we shall have learned too, ac- 
cording to the saying of St. Augustin, the true 
art of living well— and he who knows* how to 
live well, will be full of consolation in death. 

HOHENLOHE. 


All Saint's day, 1818. 
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THE CHRISTIAN 

PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 

Catgdlu Cfyuvtf). 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS. 

A MORNING PRAYER. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen* 

Blessed be the Holy and undivided Trinity, now and 
for evermore. Amen . 

o GOP ! I love thee with my whole 
soul — I love thee with all my strength above 
all things! I tell it thee with every pulsa- 
tion of my heart ; this is my first exclama- 
tion when I awake, anti penetrated with 
this holy love, I cry oat to thee, O my 
Lord and my God 1-^Father of ouf-Lord 
Jesus Christ ! in whom we live, move, and 
exist, Teeeive the prayer of thy devoted 
creature. I thank thee, O ineffable Being, 
eternal God, in three Persons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost ! for having in thy fa- 
therly goodness granted me this day, to 
go forth to my daily labours with new 
strength, and to use it. for thy greater ho- 
nour, and the salvation of my immortal 
soul. Grant me this day, and always, thy 
holy Grace ; that I may neither think, 
speak, or undertake any thing, but for thy 
praise and glory. Father, to thee 1 submit 
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6 MORNING PRATER* 

myself entirely, my free will, and all my 
actions; I devote them to thee in thy pre- 
sence; each new day that thou art pleased 
to afford me, shall bring me nearer ‘to thee,, 
and to the end of my creation, I will ever 
become better, more perfect, and more 
pious ; for this is my most holy will, and 
my exalted vocation as a man and a Christ 
tian. O that my spirit may more and more 
free itself from the bands which my earthly 
nature fastens v upon ' me ! May I become . 
more and more free and independant of all 
those weaknesses and evil habita which so 
impede me in the practice of my duties, 
and hinder the growth of virtue in my 
soul. O divine Spirit ! rule thou my 
heart, that l may be enabled to govern my 
desires and passions, and 'that my heart 
may remaiti pure to possess ancl enjoy thee 
only, most Jpure and holy God ! — Let the 
warning and salutary thought of thy omni«* 
presence and omniscience accompany me 
this day in all things. I will earnestly en* 
deavour not only to appear good, but to 
be good in reality ; for thou natest hypo- 
crisy, and only truth and righteousness are 
pleasing in thy sight. AU this I pray for in 
the name of thy only-begotten Son, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is 
blessed for ever ! 

^ Pater, &c. Ave,&c. Credo, &c. Gloria, &c. 
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EVENING PRAYER. 7 

O Lord, heavenly Father, almighty and , 
eternal God i send down thy holy Angel 
from Heaven, who may guard, preserve, 
protect, and defend me in this life ; that I 
may ever walk in thy ways, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord Amen. 

Holy Mary, most pure mother of Jesus, 
thou (who art blessed among women ! I 
commend myself to thy motherly protec- 
tion ; that by thy gracious intercession with 
thy son, 1 may do nothing but what is 
pleasing to him, and profitable to the salva- 
tion of ray soul. 

All you beloved Saints of God 1 pray for 
me ; that I may be a partaker in the merits 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

- EVENING PRAYER. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Sod, and of the 
_ Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Blessed be the Holy and undivided Trinity, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 

0 GREAT ' God, Father, Author and 
Preserver of my life ! I praise and bless 
thee for every good which I and all thy 
children upon earth have received from thy 
fatherly hand. O that I had been worthy 
of thy benefits, that I had scrupulously ac- 
complished thy holy will in all things, that 

1 had laboured to please thee, and to imi- 
tate thy Sob, Jesus, and had found joy'and 
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Jasu*, thou finisher of the salvation of im* 
niortal souls, dearly purchased by thy sa- 
cred blood, lining and dead, 1 will ever be 
thine. Amen. 

Litany for the Evening. 

o LORD, our God, have mercy an us. 

O Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
us. 

O God the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us. 
Most holy Trinity, one God, have mercy oh 

AiS. 

Holy Mary, blessed Mother of our Lord, 
pray Jor us. 

O Lord, we are sinners, spare us f O Lord. 
But by repentance we become reconciled to 
thee, help us 9 O God . 

From all transgressions of thy holy^ 
commandments, 

From criminal indifference, ingratitude 
and pride; 

From seduction and all allurements to 


sm, 

From the spirit of uncharitableness. 
From war, violence, and all bodily 
injuries, v 

From famine and contagious disorders, 
iFrom sudden and Unprovided death in 
our sins, 

From everlasting death, 

L 7 


at 


O 
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Through thy fatherly grace, ^ 

Through all that thoii bast done and 
suffered for us, 

Through his. painful death oil the cross, 
Through his holy resurrection, 
Through his glorious ascension, 
Through the coining down of the Holy 
Ghost, the Comforter, 

Through thy glory, sitting at the right ' 
. hand of the Father, 

In every affliction of the heart .which 
we tteel, when none can help us but 
thou, ^ ^ 

We poor sinneri*, beseech ihee to hear us. 
That our ardent prayers inay ascend ’ 
to thy throne, 

That thou wilt bless, support and ex- 
tend thy holy, visible and Catholic 
Church, built upon the'rock of Peter, 
That thou wilt preserve the visible 
Head of # thy holy Church, all bi~ 
f shops, priests and teachers in the 
truth of thy word, and in purity of 
life, ~ v 

That thou wilt enlighten and amend 
the world by thy holy Gospel, 

That thoti wilt lead into the right path 
all those that err ahd are 'weak in 
spirit — and deliver them from all 
schisms and separations from Itby 
holy Church, 
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12 LITANV. 

Pour into every afflicted heart consola-' 
tion and relief, 

3Lead and govern the hearts of our king 
and all our civil superiors, that in 
union and peace we may pray to 
thee arid praise thee, our God, 

Bless all those who are near to our 
hearts by the ties of kindred and 
affection, 

Protect and prosper our beloved coun- 
try, 

Grant to'all parents, prosperity strength 
and life, 

Preserve all children and young per- 
sons in thy holy fear, 

Deliver and protect all those> under op- 
pression, _ 

Have mercy on the sick find desolate, 

Be thou, 0 God! the supporter of 
widows and orphans, 

Forgiye and convert our enemies. 

Bless all mankind, 'our brothers and 
sisters, , 

Give increase to the fruits of the earth, 
LeLour humble supplications come to 
thee, - ^ 

O Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
us . 

*0 Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
, "of the world, hear us 9 O Lord ; 


We beseech thee to hear us. 



PRAYER. 13 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
of the world, spare us, O Lord. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
of the world, grant us thy holy peace. 

G Lord, hear us. 

And have mercy on us 1 

Gur Father, &c.— HailMary, &c. 

Prayer. 

O GOD ! our refuge, our helper and 
deliverer in all our troubles, graciously hear 
the prayers of thy people who fly to thee 
for succour, and let us find mercy before 
thy face, that we may obtain all that we 
pray for. 

Preserve us, O Lord, from all dangers 
of soul and body, and by the intercession 
of the' most pure Virgin Mary, of thy 
apostles, Peter and Paul, and all' the holy 
saints; protected and blessed by thy fatherly 
goodness, grant us to live in repose and the 
security oF peace, threatened by no evils or 
snares, in the knowledge of truth and the 
simplicity of faith, to walk in the way of 
justice and virtue, and ever strive to attain 
that perfection to which thou hast called us 
all, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 

iron. THE 

JWtost Hull) J^acrtfirt of 


PREPARATORY PRAYER. 

I WILL compose my thoughts ip quiet 
recollection, and have thee only, O God, 
before my eyes, as I now purpose to assist 
at the holy and unbloody sacrifice of the 
new covenant, this everlasting memorial of 
that bloody sacrifice, which thou, niy Lord 
Jesus Christ, didst consummate upon the 
cross. This holy sacrifice of the Mass is 
called a sacrifice, because thy body and 
blood are therein offered upon the altar to 
thy heavenly Father. Thou who art a high- 
priest for ever, art the founder of this holy , 
sacrifice : for whilst thou didst, yet converse 
upon earth amongst men, th$ day before 
thy passion and death, thou didst take 
bread and the chalice with wine, and bless- 
ing them didst say : This is my body , and 
over the chalice, This is the chalice of the 
new testament in my bloody ami gevest them 
fo thy apostles for their nourishment, and 
saidst, Do this in remembrance of me . Thou 
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PREPARATION FOR MASS. 15 

badst ordained it, that in th^visibleChnrch 
a true and peculiar sacrifice might exist till 
the end of time; that thereby the everlast- 
ing remembrance pf thy bloody sacrifice on 
the cross might be preserved in thy Church, 
and to exhibit a pledge pf thy endless love 
for us. Here in this most holy sacrifice is 
displayed the great miracle of love, by 
which thouofferedst thyself in an invisible 
manner, but in a visible manner to us by 
the hands pf the jmest, to thy eternal Fa- 
ther. And what do thy anointed priest 
differ from what thou didst? They present to 
thy Father this holy oblation, to acknowledge 
his sovereign dominion over all creatures, 
to thank him for thy unceasing benefits, 
which his fatherly goodness is pleased 
to favour us, to implore his forgiveness for 
us thy sinful children, and to beseech 
him to grant us further graces, by. which, 
we may be enabled to work out our ever- 
lasting salvation. Thus is truly offered to 
thee a sacrifice of praise— of thanksgiving 
. — of propitiation — and of impetration. - 
O how gracious is this institution ! What 
blessings may I receive by worthily assisting 
at the holy Mass ! I will neglect no part'of 
them ; 1 will assist not only in body, but 
much more in spirit, and hear it attentively, 
reverently, With adoration and devotion. — 
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PRAYERS AT MASS. 

And during the principal parts, the gospel* 
the offertory, the holy consecration and 
communion, 1 will fix well in my heart the 
great and holy mysteries it. contains. 1 will 
assist at this holy sacrifice with all possible 
reverence, kneeling, and signing myself with 
the sign of the holy cross* the trophy of 
Christians. Standing at the gospel, 1 will 
return thanks for the graee of the light and 
knowledge of faith, adore and humble my- ' 
self to the dust. At the consecration"* of 
thy most holy body and blood, I will banish 
all worldly thoughts from my soul, and in 
spirit with the priest receive thee into my 
heart, and have thee only, O Son of God, 
before my eyes. O good God, grant me 
for this end thy support and grace. Amen . 

At the Beginning of the Holy Mass. 

O MOST holy God ! to thee do I lift up 
, my soul — to thee I bring my ‘penitent prayer 
for grace and mercy. O my Lord, look down 
upon me with an eye of favour and mercy, 
and graciously hear the cries of thy child, 
who in anguish of heart,calls out to thee r 
O Lord, I acknowledge my guilt, my great 
' wickedness, my manifold crimes by break- 
ing thy holy commandments ; have mercy 
- .on me, O Lord, grant me forgiveness of all 
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my sins, shew me thy merciful deliverance, 
land free me from the enemies of my soul. 
O Lord, I acknowledge thy commandments* 

0 Lord, conduct me as thou wilL O Lord, 

1 confess to thee: () God, I praise thee. 
Holy God, almighty God*, eternal God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 1 

At the Gloria • 

Praise and glory be to thee, O God, 
in the highest ! Most merciful Father ! 
look down upon us thy children, on thee 
only do wc rest our hopes. Grant us peace, 
that peace which the world cannot give ; 
grant us a pure heart, that we may cry out ; 
Glory be to God in the highest, and peace 
on earth to men of good will. O God 1 it 
shall not be now as formerly, when the 
shepherds of the field came to adore and 
became partakers of salvation, while the. 
inhabitants of Jerusalem remained afar off ; 
we will come and give ourselves entirely up 
to thee. O God, be thou with us, and let 
thy peace gladden us on our way. O Lord 
our God ! hear the humble prayer which 
we present thee, with full confidence in thee 
and thy holy spirit. Look with an eye of 
love on the number of thy children militant 
t>n earth, upon thy whole flock, whose j£)od 
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18 PRAYERS AT MASS. 

and kind shepherd thou art Inflam£ pur 
hearts with the fire of thy divine love; give 
us strength for all good works ; let us walk, 
Q Lord, iq purity of heart and holiness of 
life; that in holy fear, which proceeds from 
love, we may seek our fixture salvation, and 
effectually find it through thy beloved Sou 

Jesus Christ Amen. 

* 

, At the Epistle. 

Th» 1st Epistle of St. John, chap. ii. 

i My little children, these things I 
write to you that you may not sin. But if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the just. 

2. And he is the propitiation for our sins ; 
and not for ours only, but, also for those of 
the whole world. 

3. And by thjs we know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. 

4t. He that saith he knoweth him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is hot in him : 

5. But he that keepeth his word, in him 

in very deed the charity of God is perfect- 
ed : and by this we know that we are iq 
him. u 

6. He that saith ho abideth in him, ought 
himself also to walk, even as he walked. 
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7. Dearly belovfed, Iwrite not a new corn* 
mandmeat to yon, but an old command* 
meat, which yon had from ttye beginning. 
The old commandmeot is the ward which 
you have beard* 

8. Again a new commandment I write 
to you, which thing is true, both in him and 
in you : because the darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth, 

9 . He thatsaith he is in the light, and 
batetb his brother, is in darkness even until' 
now. 

10. He that loyeth bis brother abideth in 
the light, and there is no acandal in him. 

At the Gospel. , 

O LORD, the hearing of thy gospel 
brings to my soul the most holy recollec- 
tions of the first Christian Church. V^hat 
humble faith, working so strongly by cha- 
rity, waste be found amongst its members ! 
What streugth of spirit, to go joyfully to 
death for thy gospel, without regard to the 
kind of terrors of the tprtureT— What a 
holy brotherhood was amongst them ! How 
did they love each other, as children of one 
and the same Father, as brethren of one 
and the same Mediator, as par takers of one 
and the same holy spirit ! — What they could 
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SO PRAYERS AT MAS*. 

xlo by thy grace,we cata also do, we are bound 
to do it, and we will do it ; receive then, O 
my heavenly Father, this renewal of my 
baptismal vows, to remain under thy stanch- 
ard, to pay homage to thee alone, to fight 
for thee alone, and in this combat to per- 
severe to the end. Be thou my leader, I 

wifi follow thee in all things. I will but 

will I with all my heart? For if a man 
will fight under the standard of Christ, he 
is bound to will with all his heart, and this 
will, alas! is as rare amongst men, as holi- 
ness is among sinners. Yes, I will; I will 
not only hear thy word with my whole heart, 
but will always fulfil thy holy will in ray re- 
gard ; grant me for this end, O Jesus, thy 
powerful grace. 

At the Credo* 

I BELIEVE in thee, O blessed Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; I believe in 
Jesus, his divinity and humanity, I believe 
in thee, O Jesus ! I believe ail that thou 
hast taught — I believe that thou art the Son 
of the Father, and the Saviour of mankind. 
I believe in thy word, for it is the word of 
God ; in thy works, for they are the works, 
of God ; in thy precepts, for they are the 
f>rce£pts of God. I believe that thy life is 
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the fairest pattern of holiness for our imita- 
tion, and tby death the cause of our happi- 
ness. 

I believe that thou didst rise from the 
grave, and ascend to thy Father. 

1 believe that thou sitte&t at the right 
hand of, the Father, and ha6t there prepared 
mansions for us thy brethren. 

I believe that thou wilt one day come 
again, and take us to thyself. 

1 believe in thee, that thou wilt raise up 
the dead, and judge all mankind. 

I believe in thee and in thy holy spirit; 
1 believe all thou hast commanded us to 
believe by thy holy, visible. Catholic and 
apostolic church, founded on Peter ! and 
all that was delivered to thy- holy apos- 
tles as thy word, and preserved to our 
days in thy holy church, which began with 
them ; whether it be written or unwritten. 

I believe in a holy triumphant church 
in heaven, which now exults in thy glory, — 
and I believe in its beneficial communion. 

I believe in the forgiveness of my sins by 
thee, to be obtained by contrition and re- 
pentance : and after this life I hope to be 
united' for ever with thee, my Lord Jesus 
Christ ! Amen • 
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22 PRATERS AT MASS. 

At the Offertory. 

o LORD God, heavenly Father ! I ofler 
myself to thee with thy priest, and call 
upon thee, O eternal and omnipotent God ! 
Accept this unspotted sacrifice, for a pro- 
pitiation for our sins, for obtaining all hea- 
venly graces and strength, for the welfare 
and glory of thy church militant, for ob- 
taining eterlasting peace for all who are 

S me before us in the way of all flesh, that 
ey may repose in the sleep of peace and 
happiness^ thro’ Jesus Christ thy Son. Amen 

At the Preface . 

Eternal God and Father! we be- 
seech thee, raise, up our hearts, and our 
minds from all that is earthly — that our 
desires and iongifig may be directed to thee 
in heaven ; that thereby we may be enabled 
to love thee alone, to think of tnee, to speak 
of thee ; that our lives may be made con-* 
formable to thy divine Son, in order to en- 
joy thee here after for all eternity. As the 
moment draws near^ wheii^Tesus Christ, our 
Lord, will be present in a wonderful manner 
on this thy holy altar, letour prayer come to 
thee, and thank thee for thy unspeakable 
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kindness and ipercy, in sending thy Son to 
us in the fullness of tirae;'for which favour, 
with the choirs of angels and blessed spirits, 
we cry out to thee from our loving hearts : 
Holy, Holy, Holy, ‘Lord God'oi Hosts ! 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory ! 
Glory be to God the Father, Son, ana Holy 
Ghost* Amen . 

* At the Canon . 

PLACE thyself, my soul, upon the moubt 
of Calvary, and call to mind what a 'God 
Man has dpiie for thee; that he died in 
unspeakable torments under the bands of 
audacious sinners ; and that for thee— in or- 
der to deliver thee from the bands of sin and 
eternal death. , Yes, divine Saviour 1 all 
that thou didst that was great and memora- 
ble is now rehewed in a mysterious manner 
upon this altar, and by the hands of the 
priest. The angels of God are hovering 
unseen around this holy place. Here I be- 
hold the holy and perfect society of heaven, 
united in thy holy sanctuary*. And it Is 
thou, O Jesus Christ U who vouchsafed to 
conceal thyself under the forms of bread 
and wine, m this mysteiy of love, when thq 
priest, in thy name, pronounces the words 
of thy holy institution. There do I behold 
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24 PRAYERS AT MASS* 

thee withf the eyes of humility and faith* 
there do I feel with holy awe thy blissful 
presence, there will I cast myself with hum- 
ble adoration before thee the most holy 
God, there will I adore thee in admiration, 
and astonishment, O Jesus Christ, true God 
and Man. O Lord ! in perfect confidence 
in thee I pray to thee for the exaltation of 
thy holy church, the enlightening and sanc- 
tification of our chief pastor — for our bishop 
— for the preservation of thy servant, our 
sovereign,"- for (he temporal and eternal 
welfare of my -beloved parents, brother* 
and sisters, and for all for whom I feel my- 
self bound to pray. Graciously hear my 
prayer, enlighten the inmost recesses of my 
soul; that in spirit and truth, now that 
' thou art about to appear, I may worthily 
adore and praise thee. 

At the Consecration of the most holy Body 
of our Lord . 

0 LOUD Jesus Christ ! I adore thee 
truly present under the appearance of bread, 
with thy divinity and humanity, with thy 
sacred flesh and blood. Thou true bre^d, 
which came down from heaven, and givest 
everlasting life to those who believe in thee. 

1 believe in thee, X hope in thee, my Jesus ! 

*e thee, I am thine in life and death. 
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At the Consecration of the sacred Blood • 

O LORD Jesus Christ, who didst die x 
for us on the cross, and didst shed .thy pre- 
cious blood for us, wash me clean from all 
sin, I beseech thee, through thy precious 
blood, which is contained in this holy cha- 
lice ; enflame my heart with the fire of thy 
heavenly love, that I may love, praise and 
adore thee with my whole soul. Amen . 

After the Elevation . 

PltAISE, glory and thanksgiving be to 
thee, O Lord, heavenly Father ! for the un- 
speakable love of thy only-begotten Son, 
whom thy paternal kindness bestowed upon 
us when he appeared upon earth, who for 
us and our sakes took upoh himself the 
mortal habit of our human nature, became 
• obedient to thee even unto the death of the 
cross, fulfilled thy most ?holy will in all 
things, and drank to the dregs the bitter 
cup of sorrow— who shed his sacred blood 
upon the cross, as a propitiation for all 
mankind, redeemed the whole human race 
by his death, and so fulfilled all the prophe- 
cies of the old testament in his own person. 
For these graces, how can I sufficiently 
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thank thee, O holy and eternal God ? How 
can I repay thy merciful love, for all thou 
hast done forme, and Still bestows upon me 
with unwearied goodness ? To thee be 
praise in humility of heart, adoration and 
most profound reverence 1 And may we 
poor sinners receive from thee grace and 
peace upon earth, and a holy and happy 
death 1 

At the Memento for the Dead. 

O ALMIGHTY God ! before whose 
power heaven and earth, and the whole 
universe tremble, the angels are penetrated 
with holy fear, and the heavenly powers fall 
down in adoration ; 1 venture to approach 
to thee with huirible confidence, to call thee 
Father, and to beg of thee, in the name of 
thy only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, grace 
and everlasting rest for^all faithful Chris- 
tians, who are gone before us in the sleep 
of peace. O Lord I thou hast taken them 
all from us, our beloved N. and N> who 
were so near to us by the ties cf blood anil 
affection— we felt severely the pains of se- 
paration, but we have courage to exclaim : 
O Lord thy will be done ! They are gone 
to their eternal home — but whether they 
are already in the brightness of thy light, 
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N is knovAi only to thee, who hast care of all 
thy creatures. We recommend them to 
thy mercy, ifi on account of their sins, they 
are still detained in a place of expiation.— 
O Lord ! release them from it, through the 
death and precious blood shed by thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

At the Agnus Dei. 

O LAMB of God, who takest away the 
sins of the world, spare us, O Lord. 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the 
sins of the world, hear us, O Lord. 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the 
sins of the world, hare mercy on us. 

O God, our Father, from thee proceed 
all holy affections, from thy grace spring 
all good resolutions, all meritorious works 
arise and quiet peace comes into the soul, 
that peace which the world can neither 
give nor take away. Grant us this peace, 
—grant us thy peace ; that we may walk 
according to thy holy commandments, fulfil 
thy holy will, and live in joy and concord 
through Christ our Lord. 
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PRAYERS AT MASS 


At the Holy* Communion of the Priest. 

O LOVING Jesus ! come to my afflicted 
heart, come to me spiritually for my sirs 
Tender me unworthy to approach thee. O 
come and pour consolation into my heart, 
come and fill my inmost soul -with heavenly 
joy, and let me be well convinced that not 
in earthly things, but in thee alone is that 
happiness to be found which changes us 
from sinners to be children of God. I 
will renew the holy promise of a total 
change of conduct, I will in future never 
stand still in the way of perfection, but 
alwaya jabour to advance ; that when the 
happy moment arives when I shall receive 
thy flesh and blood in this most holy sacra* 
ment, I may be prepared to receive thee 
worthily, and in a manner profitable for 
the salvation of my soul, that 1 may remain 
for ever with thee, and with all the blessed 
spirits pay thee honour, praise, glory and 
adoration. > 

At the Blessing „ 

O BOUNTIFUL God ! bless me by 
the hand of thy priest, bless me in body 
and soul, my property, antfall that belongs 
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to me ; bless my country, bless all mankind, 
bless me in my calling and state of life, and 
may the blessing of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost remain upon me for ever and 
ever* Amen. 

Prayer after 1 Mass, 

O GOD ! I thank thee for the favour of 
having assisted at this holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Grant that by thy blessing it may 
bring forth fruit a hundrea fold within me ; 
that my faith may be more active, my love" 
iii thee and of all good ever purer and 
more fervent, my virtue always more ardent 
and perfect, ana the victory over my incli- 
nations and passions easier and more com- 
plete; that with resolute fidelity J may re- 
main thine to the end of my life. Amen . 


B 2 
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PRAYERS 


' t&R 

Confession anH Communion. 


Prayers before Confession. 

T WILL throw myself at the feet of thy 
consecrated priest, and acknowledge in qon- 
trition and sorrow, before thee O omnicient 
God ! and thy holy representative, that I am 
a sinful creature unworthy of thy grace and 
favour. O sublime function ! O salutary in- 
stitution ! the* holy sacrament of penance, in 
which the priest, in the name of the most holy 
Trinity forgives the sinner his' iniquities, 
wher\ in his heart he sincerely repents of 
them, and feels an interior sorrow of mind 
for his sins ; when he confesses them in hu- 
mility of heart and all possible sincerity, and 
is determined to do real penance for them, 
and to amend his life in future. This mystery 
of grace and salvation instituted by thee, O 
Jesus ! is to me a pledge of thy tender love 
to us, thy brethren. Thou, the eternal Word 
of the Father didst institute this holy sacra- 
ment of penance after thy glorious resurrec- 
tion, when thou didst appear in the midst of 
thy beloved apostles, to remove all doubt 
from their minds, which prevented them from' 
understanding the divine economy of our re- 
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demption. Then didst thou, with divine meek- 
ness and authority given thee by thy heavenly 
Father, speak the ever memorable words to 
the holy company of thy apostles ; receive ye 
the Holy Ghost : whose sifts you shell forgive^ 
they are forgiven them : and whose sins you. 
shall retain , they are retained, — (SA John xx. 
x. 23.) And this power, given to thy apos- 
tles, is still in the bosom of thy Holy, Apos- 
tolic Church, and will never be lost ! O bless- 
ed faith 1 God has said it, and his word is 
true for ever. The priest can and will ab- 
solve me from my sins in the name of God, if 
I on my part omit nothing that is requisite 
for a good confession. And is any thing re- 
quired which l cannot do ? O no ; only hu- 
mility, repentance, love, contrition, and a 
firm determi nation to amend ; these only are 
required by thee, O God, as indispensable 
conditions for a thorough conversion by pe- 
nance. Where there is humility, where also is 
the knowledge of our souls. A knowledge 
which lets me see into the inmost recesses of 
my heart, where I discover all my sinfulness 
and earthly-mindednessj and learn all the 
• wretchedness and misery into which my sins 
and my continuance in sin have brought me. 
When this knowledge is present to me, then 
''the confession of the multitude and grievous- 
ness of my sins comes forth from the alHietion 
of ray heart, enlightened by a divine light 
from on high, which I beseech thee to grant * 

■ G . Ie 
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me ; then arises a sadness, an interior, super- 
natural grief for having by sin offended thee, 
O God of love 1 From the weight of this af- 
fliction, arising from the holy love of God, 
first comes the well ordered, serious and im- 
moveable resolution, to depart from evil, to 
renounce all sin, and by the sanctifying grace 
of God to become a better man, and a more 
pious Christian. In this manner must my 
' interior dispositions be regulated, in order to 
approach profitably to this sacrament of pe- 
nance instituted by Christ for the salvation 
of mankind, and to receive it worthily and 
with the happiest effects. If I possess these 
x qualifications, then will all shame, fear, and 
pride, the only evils I have to apprehend, 
vanish from my soul ; and in their place will 
come a penitent and candid confession of all 
my sins. Now I know wha r t a worthy con- 
fession is. Yes, dear God ! I will conscien- 
tiously labour to perform it well, and now 
proceed to the holy work, confidently invoking 
the assistance of thy Holy Spirit, 

Come Holy Ghost, thou ruler of the hearts 
of men ! enlighten the darkness of my soul l 
thou who art called the Comforter, come with 
thy seven -fold gifts, and teach me to see and 
confess my sinful condition.— That ray sins, 
with all their enormity, may pass before the 
eyes of my soul : come, O Spirit of Truth ! 
end grant me the light of thy grace for the 
examination pi my conscience* 
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0C> The first part of this examination , 
entitled 14 Sins itgainU God” is an examination 
on the three first commandments of God and of 
the church . The second party entitled “ Sins 
against my Neighbour, 0 is an examination on 
the seven latter commandments oj God. The 
-third party entitled “ Sins against myself,” is 
an examination on the seven deadly sins t and 
on the duties of each ones calling and station 
in life • 

Care must be taken at every sin committedy 
to examine further the number of times t vc have 
been guilty 9 also the aggravating circumstames 
attending it ; and if it be any sin of seandaly 
before how many such sins have been committed . 


(examination of (Coitoricncr- 

i. 

SINS AGAINST GOD. 

TXAVE I neglected my morning and evening 
prayers, or said them only in part or with 
wilful distractions ? 

Have I raised up my heart to God before 
and after my meals, Judies, or the other du- 
ties of my calling ? 

Having received any blessing from God dkl „ 
I return him thanks ? or if on the contrary, he 
sent me any trial, did I murmur ? 

Have I doubted of any thing which the 
holy Catholic Church, teaches ? or, have I 
dared, through self-conceit, to alter my belief 
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according tq tpy own private opinion, and as 
it flattered beet in/ natural inclinations ? in- 
stead of grQunding it with humility otf the 
testimony of the Catholic Church of God: 
a sin too common now-a-days in the world, 
which would fain appear fine and fashionable, 
Have I omitted to hear the word of God 
through neglect, or from the ungodly idea, 
that such an one did not preach it with suffix 
dent eloquence ? 

Have I taken the name of God in vain, or 
prpphaned any other sacred name, or any text 
*>fe*he holy scriptures ? 

Have 1 been guilty of swearing inconsidc? 
rately? 

Have I read any book leading to infidelity, 
or given ear to irreligious discourse, or ridi- 
culed sacred persons, holy things, or pious 
practices ? . 

Have I heard a whole Mass on Sundays, 
and other Holy days of obligation? - 

Have t prophaned those days by any for- 
bidden work, nr spent the whole afternoon 
without performing any religious duty ? \ 

Have I at all times assisted at divine service 
with devotion, and without giving any scandal ? 
Have I duly observe*! the days of fasting and 
abstinence ? 

Have I been guilty of any material omission 
or negligence, the last time 1 approached the 
holy sacraments ? 

Have I neglected, for any considerable time 

Google 



EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE* 35 

after falling into sin, to rise again and return 
to my Heavenly Father by a sincere act of 
contrition and preparing for Confession? 

n. 

SINS AGAINST MY NEIGHfcOtJfl. 

1st. Towards my Superiors . 

%ndly. Towards my Inferiors. 

Sdly. Towards all others in general . 

1 st. Towards my Superiors. 

Have I been obedient to my parents fn all 
things ? , ■ „ 

Have I been wanting in love, or respect, far 
them ? , 

Have I sincerely loved my brothers and 
sisters, and avoided any ways to oifynd them ? 
or, if myself offended have I been patient 
and forgiving ? * 

Have I squandered away any part of my 
parents substance, or not repaid their cares 
and expences through want of application in 
learning or to my business ? 

Have I ^hewn to all my other superiors, 
both temporal a ad spiritual, due respect, and 
that for the sake of Christ, whose represen- 
tatives they are ? 

Have I been disobedient to them ? and have 
I duly performed the work for which I was 
hired, or any ways obliged to perforn? ? 

Have I borne ahy ill will against any of my 
superiors for any reprimand receiyed, or har- 
boured any contempt for them on account of 
their failings ? 
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2ndly* Towards my Inferiors* 

Have I given them any scandal by words or 
actions ? 

Have I endeavoured to keep them, as far 
as I am obliged in the observance of the com- 
mandments of God and of his church ? 

Have I withheld any part of their wages, 
or oppressed them with excessive work ? 

Have I in any way ill-treated them? 

If blessed with children, have l been care- 
ful concerning these five essential points, vhc. 
That they learn their Christian doctrine — that 
they perform their daily and 'other devotions 
—that bad companions, and other occasions v 
of sin, be removed from them — not to indulge 
them in their passions — not to use wicked, 
words when reprimanding them for their faults? 

3 dly. Towards all others in general . 

In thought. 

Have I harboured aversion or ill-will against 
any one ? 

Have I been angry against any one, or 
entertained revengeful thoughts ? 

Have I judged rashly of any one's actions 
or intentions ? 

In Word. 

Have I been guilty of cursing any person, 
or thing, or wishing any harm to them ? 

Have I" robbed any one of his peace of 
mind, or provoked any one by reproaches? 
provoked myself, have I quarrelled, and 
returned evil with evil ? 
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Have I uncharitably repotted the faults or 
imperfections of . others ? 

Have X been guilty of the heinous crime of 
detraction, by speaking of my neighbour what 
is false or uncertain, or publishing what is 
secret ? 

Have I willingly listened to any such de- 
* traction ? 

Have I told lies, and was it to the prejudice 
of any one ? or have I sworn to any untruth ? ' 
In deei5. f 

Have I been guilty of striking any one ? or ✓ 
of spiteful signs or behaviour? 

Have X cheated any one in buying or selling, 
or in any bargain or contract ? 

Have I taken or given away any thing which 
belonged to others ? 

Have I in any manner wronged my neigh- 
bour in his right or property ? 

Have I been guilty of any spiritual murder 
by drawing others into sin ? 

By omission. 

Have I neglected to make restitution to 
any neighbour whom I have injured, either in 
bis property or good name ? 

Have I repaired all the bad example I have 
given ? 

Have I avoided all the known immediate 
dangers or occasions of sin ? , 

Have l hindered, when in my^ower, any 
detractions, or irreligious and unclean dis* 
conrsa ? C 

f 
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Have I neglected or refused to be recon- 
ciled to my enemies, or to pray for them ? 

Ill 

SINS AGAINST MYSELF. \ * 

By pride. 

Have I esteemed myself too much, or taken 
pleasure in any vain imagination ? 

Have I spoken to my own praise, or done 
any thing merely to procure the -esteem and 
praise oP others ? 

Have 1 compared and preferred myself before 
others, or despised any one ? 

Have I squandered away money iir any ex- 
travagance ? 

By AVARICE. 

Have I harboured any excessive desire or 
attachment to money ? or do I entertain too 
much anxiety in losing or parting with it ? 

By lust. 

Have IJ>een careless ; n resisting temptation, 
when taken unawares by an jmpure represen- 
tation, or meeting a dangerous object ? 

Have I exposed myself, or others, to any 
unchastity by immodest dress or behaviour, 
by indecent pictures, or bad books, or by 
going or staying in dangerous places, or with 
loose companionr? ^ j 

Have I Wilfully taken pleasure N in any 
indecent thought ?/ 

Have I 'taken pleasure in impure desires, 
and this- with relation to what kind of person? 
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Have I taken pleasure in any shameful 
irregular motion ? , \- 

Have l spoken or listenedvio any indecent 
or double-meaning words or songs, and was 

- this in the presence of the yet innocent, 6r 

- person of a different sex ? 

Have I been guilty of any immodesty by 
looks, kisses, touches, or other actions ? 

Have I been guilty of fornication or adul- 
tery ? - . 

Have I been guilty of any irregularity 
contrary to the order-of nature in the marriage 
state ? or have I sought any such sin, or 
tempted others to it ? 

By gluttony. 

Have I been guilty of any excess in eating 
or drinking ? 

By ENVY. 

' Have I harboured any uneasiness at ano- 
ther's success or praise ? or rejoice at any 
one's misfortune ? 

Have l endeavoured to lessen or decry 
another's merit or good gift ? 

By sloth* . 

Have \ neglected to acquire the necessary 
knowledge, or omitted the, performance, of 
the duties of any particular vocation, and 
state of life? 

Have I performed any of ray religious or 
. moral duties carelessly— or studied too much 
my own ease — or spent ray 4i*ne idly, or un- 
* profitably? 
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§ 

PRAYER BEFORE CONFEMItft 


^ Prayer . . , 

rpHESE . are the questions which thou put* 
test to raje, O holy God ! by the tru tit- 
telling voice of my conscience. How does/ 
the consideration of all these things penetrate 
my whole soul 1 O God ! I acknowledge that 
" I am vety far from- thy paternal heart ; for 
' my sins have estranged me from thee— 
Hitherto I have been so infatuated as to find 


pleasure in sin, where m reality there is nono 
to be found — jtfow I can clearly see why in 
roy solitary^ hours I felt such strange commo- 
tions within me, — for thou wert not the ob- 
ject of my inmost affection, — this I acknow- 
ledge, and that it deeply moves my heart, is 
already a proof of thy fatherly mercy and 
goodness. Yes, O Lord, I will make good 
use of thy grace. Infill labour; and earnestly 
co-operate with thy holy inspirations. My 
resolutions for the future shall be more ani- 
mated and effectual, they shall be far more 
perfect ; O my Lord ! I will seek thee with 
all sincerity, and thou stilt reward my search ^ 
for I shall find thee, then wilt open thy 
fatherly arms to receive me, and embrace thy 
lost child, found again bjr repentance. O 
happy confidence, which thou hast deposited 
in my heart ! My Saviour came to seek that 
which was lost ! I feel ip my soul contrition, 
hearty contrition for oil my manifold tins ; a 
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Contrition which proceeds from the love with 
which 1 desire to cleave fast to thee 4 a con* 
trition for 1 py sins, because I have offended 
tbee^my good God and the best of fathers. 
But this contrition is not alone in my soul ; it 
Is accompanied by the earnest desire and reso- 
lution never more to transgress thy holy corr- 
roandirtents ; the sincere determination to rise 
up from the sleep of sin, and to begin a new 
spiritual life by thy holy ahd sanctifying 
grace. O God 1 thy Assistance will not be 
wanting to me ; for I ask it of thee in the 
name of thy only begotten Son Jesus Christ. 
No, my Lord ! I have spoken no hypocritical 
words to thee ; for what could such language 
avail me P And now I will finish the work of 
penance which I have begun, by a holy and 
sincere confession ; I will confess all my sins 
and imperfections with true humility of heart 
to thy chosen sod appointed priest; I will 
humbly receive his instructions and ejtorta- 
tidns, and follow them with thy holy grace ; 
and by Sacramental absolution I humbly hope 
to receive thy perfect pardon. 

Prayer after Confession, 

u TII AVE confidence, my son ! thy sins art 
forgiven tliee.” This f humbly hope 
trith confidence, in thee O God ! These 
consolatory wonds-are addressed to me, and 1 
tcel a heavenly peace in my soull; for my dis* 
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burthened conscience, enables me to cry out 
to theejn the emotion of my loving heart: 
O God! how great* how unbounded is thy 
mercy; thou hast received me again as thy 
xhlld. How joyful to me is the consideration 
that I am again made partaker of thy friend- 
ship ! O God, may this repose, this inward 
peace be my portion every day for the time* 
to come; how happy shall I then esteem my- 
self ! And now O Lord ! .accept the offering 
of all that I am, and let me remain for ever 
thine. Amen • 

FIRST PRAYER 

BEFORE THE HOLY COMMUNION, 

dfor f^otutg |3er*on*. 

T^ITH deep and lively emotipn, I appear. 

_ this day before thy * holy altar, O goodt 
and "beloved Father in heaven, to bring thee 
thanksgiving, praise and glory, for having 
permitted me to see again the happy and joy- 
ful day, in which by the reception of thy most 
holy body and blood I Shall be received into 
the faithful participation pf all those secure 
advantages, which' are attached to the pro- 
fession' of the saving doctrines of our Re- 
deemer. How precious, how glorious a day 
is this ! Thou cal lest, and I come, as a child 
to his loving father, as a scholar to his be- 
loved master. I offer to thee, a pure and ' 
innocent heart. 0 that it may ever remain 
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as offering well-pleasing in th y sight ! I recol- 
lect myself now in sweet tranquility, before* 
I draw near the ditar, where 1 shall -be 
favoured with the participation of this great 
mystery ; I will collect my thoughts, and 
raise up my heart and hands to thee, with, 
the most lively sentiments of gratitude. Yes, 
praise^ glory and adoration be to thee, O 
holy God ! for having permitted me to be 
born of Christian parents, whose earnest and 
constant desire was to strengthen me in the 
faith and doctrines of thy Son, Jesus Christ, 
that t might say with truth : for thee do I 
live and die, who art the author and founder 
of my happiness ! Yes, O Lord ! thou didst 
hear the prayer of my beloved, parents, in 
giving me teachers who deeply impressed my 
heart with the conviction that the religion I 
profess is true, diviue, and the only one 
capable of affording peace and happiness. 
O my Father! I implore thy heavenly bless- 
ing this day upon those who taught me with 
love and patience; — thy blessing upon my 
good and dear parents : heaven’s choicest 
blessings on my good father and my dear 
mother. O Jesus ! my Mediator, my Master 
and my God ! I promise this day eternal 
fidelity to thee^ and observance pf thy holy 
commandments. Let my joy and my glory 
be in the confession of thy holy faith ; as long 
as I live I will never forget what I have this 
day promised thee. O Ho^y God ! I wjU 
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follow thy holy doctrines, for they alone ate 
doctrines that can make me happy ; their 
direction* are the holiest and most excellent. 
Their promises give me security; the holy 
sacraments and means of grace give uje 
strength and courage throughout my hfe. 
Let thy holy doctrine always be the compa- 
nion ot my life, and the guardian angel of my 
virtue. Support and protect my innocence 
by the sanctifying grace of thy holy Spirit ; 
preserve in me a pure heart as long as I live* 
that I may perform all that I* have this day 
promised thee with my Whole soul ; and 
when the hdur arrives* sooner or later, when 
thou wilt call me from this transitory life, I 
may then say With truth : I have kept my 
faith, I have finished the noble fight* for the 
rest, the crown of justice is laid up for roe* 
which the Lord renders to all, who remain 
faithful to him. 1 beg also this of Ithee, O 
Almighty God ! in the name of thy beloved 
Son, Jesu* Christ, my Saviour, whose pre- 
cious body and blood thorn vouchsafed this 
day again to bestow upon me. t 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me ; 

Body of Christ, save me ; 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me ; 

Water from .the side of Christ, wash me; 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me ; 

O good Je&us, hear me; 

Hide me within thy wounds ; 

Permit me not /to be separated ftpra thee; 

Befend me from the malignant tmmy ; 
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Call me at the Hour of my death ; 

And command me to come to thee ; 
That I may praise thee with thy saints 
For ever and ever. Amen . 


SECOND PRAYER , 
BEFORE THE HOLY COMMUNION. 
dPor ©ttrer Renton*. 

TSEFORE I approach the holy altar of. the 
new covenant, -to receive thy sacred body 
mod blood, I wilL mediate in silent devotiop 
on the intention of this holy sacrament which 
thou, my diving Saviour, hast instituted for 
thy.rfaithful. Thou did^t say ; take and eat, 
this is my body which is given for you; and 
as often as you do these things, you 6haJl do 
them in commemoration of me, for the 
remission of sins. Drink ye all of the cha- 
lice of the new testament, for this is the cha- 
lice of my blood of tfye new and eternal 
testament, a mystery of faith which shall be 
shed for you and for many. 

Here dost thou plainly speak to our sods, 
words which rightly considered are raofet pro- 
per to excite in my believing mind that tender 
devotion, which will prepare mo to receive 
this sacrament in a worthy nffanner. Full hf 
sweetness, mildness and mercy, thou invitest 
roe to thy holy banquet. O, 1 will mediate 
deeply upon it, and permit my heart to enjoy 
those pure and exalted delights which come 
C 2 
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from heaven, and cannot be given by earth. 
Yes, O Lord Jesus Christ, thou art truly ours 
in the holy sacrament of the altar ^ thyblood 
is ours, for it flowed for us ; thy body is ours, 
for it was offered for our redemption; thy 
flesh is ours, it was laid for us in the manger 
of Bethlehem, and delivered up for us upon 
the cross, in death and in the grave, O what 
excessive love! But this mystery of love 
must be received by me in a holy manner wor- 
thily, and with thanksgiving, adoration, re- 
pentance and contrition ; with sentiments of 
humility, with' pious devotion, with disposi- 
tions well- pleasing ih thy sight. Lor it is 
truly the body of my Saviour,. the blood of 
my Redeemer, the seal rf the covenant and 
the pledge of my .immortality. O hew much 
am I bound on my part to prepare by a strict 
and severe examination and self probation! 
Yes, it is most necessary for me to look into 
my interior with an impartial and rigid scru- 
tiny', to confess my sinfulness, and strike my 
breast in the spirit of compunction, humbling 
myself before the face of ray God. Every 
day is thy holy table set forth and offered for 
the participation of thy faithful, and hov? often 
do I remain at a distance from my Redeemer ! 
and yet I stand So much in need of thee, for 
thou art truly omnipotent and rich in grace 
to all who throw themselves into thy arms ; 
and truly, without thee, our life is miserable 
and bereft of every comfort. But happy is 
he conscience of those who ,c Wwfhily receive 
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tbee In this most holy sacrament, in which 
thou givest them the expectation of inheriting 
everlasting happiness. Yes, O Lord! with 
faith and confidence will I approach thy ban- 
quet ; I will dedicate my whole life to thy 
love by a worthy reception of thy flesh and 
blood, that I may become thy dutiful child. 
O Lord ? I have gratefully accepted thy 
sweet invitation. I will come, and make with 
thee a covenant of friendship for ever and 
ever. 

O thou Lamb of God ! who takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on me, and 
take up thy abode in my heart, which so 
ardently loves thee; come, come, O my 
Jesus l and remain with me now and for 
ever. O Jesus, I live for thee ! O Jesus, I 
die. for thee ! I am thine in life and death. 

PRAYER 

After receiving the most holy Sacrament of 
the x Altar ; 

IS OW are all my desires and pious wishes 
accomplished ; for 1 possess thee, niy 
Lord and my God ; J have truly received tli$r 
flesh and blood in this most holy mystery of 
love. I adore thee with profound humility 
•of heaat, O Jesus, thou good shepherd I 
Jesus, my love, thou joy of my heart. O 
Jesus, my strength ! Jesus, ray only hope ! 
Jesus, my only desire ! Jesus, my comfort and . 
my greatest happiness. ^Ay mind is qui'^ 
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lost in tho abyss of thy mercies, my tongue 
is incapable of utterance. 

But thou wilt not reject my imperfect 
accents, which seek for words to adore thea 
as thou deservest, and find them in that love 
which enables me to exclaim: / 

Renew, O Lord my withered heart, 

Thy love’s eternal dames impart ; 

. That while in dark distress 1 groan, 

Thy succour I may 6eek alone 
Ah me ! to praise t;hee far too weak. 

And yet tfo ardent not to speak, 

Thy love that fills my heart and mind 
_ W ill loudly praise thee unconfined. 

The tbngue will speak the soul’s desire, 
The sparks will blaze from love's bright 
fire, 

And tender wotds will freely flow, 

From breasts that burn and lips that glow*. 

' .Who drinks thee, shall not thirst again, 
Who eats, shall feel no hunger’s pain; 
His hunger and his thirst shall be. 

The sole desire to live on thee ! 

O Jests, accept my heart and mind, -my 
Vill, and aU that I am ; for to love thee only 
Is my gain. To love God, to love my JeSus, 
to love all men as my brethren, this shall be 
iriy most holy endeavour as long as 1 live on 
earth. O Jesus ! 1 will be of one mind With 
thee,' 1 will walk in purity, as thou didst 
walk ; for thy mind is the mind of God, and 
hhy paths lead 'to Qod,*~to thee. And may 
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this holy and joyful festival, this holy recep* 
tion of thee, be to me a foretaste of those 
heavenly joys which I hope to possess above, 
where no darkness, no death, no sin, no 
sorrow, no transitory thing will separate me 
from thee; but where the light of God will 
destroy all darkness, the love of God expel all 
sin ; thy peace will banish all misery, and ever- 
lasting life will triumph over death. Alleluia 
to thee, O Son of God ! Jesus Christ ! Praise 
*nd gldry from eternity to eternity ! Amen . 


MEDITATIONS ANb 

I 

. $mrrro for tfje jfrasto of 

OUR LORD, THE B. VIRGIN MARY* 
AND THE SAINTS. 

Meditation and Prayer for the holy time of 
Advent. 

XI OW holy and venerable are the days 
A which are set apart by the holy church for 
preparing ourselves, ' by silent retreat and 
serious recollection of Spirit, for that sea- 
son, when Jesus Christ in the ftillness of time, 
was born of a woman,— in order that we 
might become the children of God. May thip 
holy Advent be sacred and venerable to my 
soul,— 4n whteh we expect the coming of our 
Lord,— in which I will reflect qn the wonder- 
ful mercy of God, in the appearance of his 
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Son in the flesh.— ‘This disposition of Provf- 
drnce for my salvation is worthy of all my 
attention, and of mytmost humble thanksgiv- 
ing. I will make good use of these days, for 
the love of God, and ponder well in my heart 
all that is written of this event in the New 
Testament. The consideration of these things 
will .give joy to my soul, and consolation to 
my heart. I begin with humble faith the 
gospel of St. John, Chapter the 1st 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him : ahd without 
him was made nothing that w$s made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men: 
and the light shineth in darkness, and darkless 
did not comprehend it. There was a man' sent . 
from God, whose name was John. This man 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
light, that all men might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but was to bear witness 
of the light. That was the true light, which 
enlighteheth every man that cometh into this 
world. He was'in the world, and the worTd 
was made by hirn, and the world knew him 
not. He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not. But as many as received 
him, to them he gave power to be made the 
sons of God, to them that believe in his name. 
Who are born, not of blood, nor of the will 
S$he flesh, nor of the will of man; but of 
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God. And the Word was made Flesh, 
and dwelt among u$ (and we taw his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.” 

Thus* speaks the amiable St. John; whom 
the Lord, while he sojourned here below in 
the form of a servant, honoured with his par- 
ticular friend&hip and brotherly love. Thus 
speaks the disciple whom Jesus loved. O 
what words of eternal life are contained in this 
gospel ! Full of deep meaning and of the holy 
Spirit, he penetrates — a child of dust as I am, 
a breath of God— he penetrates the depths of 
eternity, the profound abyss of the Being of 
Beings. — Yes, from eternity was the Word— 
and the Word was God. Thou O Jesus! 
art the truth and the life! (St. John, xiv. v. 6.) 

0 Jesus Christ ! thou the wisdom of the 
Father— thou, his eternal substantial efful- 
gence — thou, the only begotten Son, who art 
in the bosom of the Father. By him all 
things were made, and without him was made 
nothing that was made. Not only were all 
things made by the Word ; but by the Word 
also they consist. By him all things c nsists , 
says the s Apostle Paul — (Col. I. v. 17.) 
*’ In him was life, and the life was the light 
«« of men. And the light shlneth in darkness, 
“ and the darkness did not comprehend it. ' — 

1 read further in the 9th verse : “ that was the 
«• true light, which enlighteneth every man 
“ that cometh into this world/' Thou, my 
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Jesus, givest me the divine raj of reason^ 
and thou also givest me the spiritual monitor, 
conscience. He that giveth himself up to 
thy guidance, thou leadest him to the Father. 
All that I poss ess, 1 have from thee. “ In 
him We live, and move, and be/' ( Acts xvii. 
v. 28.) But $o how many baptized unbelievers 
dost thou remain an unknown God! O to how 
many of us, who are baptized in thy name, 
may be applied that sentence of the evange* 
lidt : “ he came unto his own, and his own/ 
received him not.” O that this pride, this* 
sensuality may never so possess my soul, tliat 
the words of the prophet may be applied to 
me, where he says : “ your iniquities have 
“ divided between you and your God, and 
“ your sins have hid his face from jou.” 
(lsaias, lix. v.-2.) Thy light is ever shining, 
lor thou art the Son of Justice, which never 
sets. But howfcften haVe I opposed thy 
light ! I mu*t absolutely renounce all pride 
and sensuality, and then thou, O Jesus, wilt 
open my eyes, and in the gracious splendour 
of thy divine light, I shall behold the way and 
the truth, which will Conduct me to thee. 

“ But as many as received him, to them he 
“"gave power to be made the sons of God, to 
“ them that believe in his name.” To what 
an exalted dignity does my Saviour raise me 1 
From creatures leaded with the malediction 
of God, thou ch'ange6t us, O my Jesus, to 
^children of God— O what grace ! But it is 
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by thee done that we became such children, 
for without thee, we can do nothing; thou 
alone art the mighty, tbe sole-powerful ! But 
what love ! Frotn the Glory of thy throne* 
whose footstool is the earth and all the firma- 
ment, from the height of thy Godhead thou, 
debasest thyself to become man,— -from the 
height of such glorious revelations, John, the 
diciple whom Jesus loved* descends to the 
commemoration of the happy years, in which 
he had lived on earth with the Word made 
•man. “ And the Word was made flesh* and 
44 dwelt among us, and we saw his glury, the 
44 glory as if the only begotten of the Father, 
u full of grace and truth/' 

When I read this, a feeling of sorrow 
comes over me, and a longing desire and 
lively wish to have liv^d at that time, when 
thou, O Son of God, didst converse upon 
earth. Ah ! what are all the joys of friend- 
ship, and of the purest and most tender affec- 
tion, which owes its strength and 'duration 
only to thee—^what are they to the delight of 
that company which was enjoyed by thy 
disciples ! An intercourse which sanctified 
them, and gave them strength to support* so 
great a joy. But I will willingly acquiesce 
in humility, feeling but deeply my owh un* 
Worthiness, and fix in my soul the words thou 
didst address to St. Thomas: (St. John xx. 
v. 29.) 41 Because thou hast seen me, 

< 4 Thomas, thou hast believed : blessed are 
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“ they that hare not seen, and have believed.” 
Yes, I believe in, thy word with unshaken fide- 
lity, and will forever believe in it e What 
grounds^ of belief are offered me by this gos- 
pel ; — f will ponder it well in my heart, and 
this holy time of Advent place before my 
eyes four principal points, and draw salutary 
reflections from them : 

I. — What would have been the fate of the 

whole human race without Jesus Christ ? 

II. — What is our condition now through Je- 
sus Christ ? 

III. — What might it. still beeome through 
Jesus Christ? 

IV. — What it certainly will be through Jesus 
Christ. 

*>*-*.; . 

But for thy appearance, O divine Saviour ! 

the curse of thy Father would still hare rested 
- upon our degenerate earth, as by ain we were 
apostates from God. The earth was sunk in 
darkness, the true knowledge- of God was 
disfigured by idolatry ; then thou didst come, 
O Saviour of the world, Jesus Christ, eternal 
Son of the Father ! God of God, Light of 
Light ! begotten, not made,— thou earnest in 
the form of a servant to reconcile us to thy 
~ Father,— thou, whom the patriarchs and pro- 
phets expected with inflamed desires. Grant 
me, O most bountiful Jesus, the spirit of triie 
repentance, and the light from above requi- 
site for it, whereby acknowledging my sinful 
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•ondition , I may return to the way of virtue 
and justice which before I had forsaken, and 
in this manner profitably celebrate thy ap- 
pearance in the flesh ; that I may with a pure 
heart praise and adore thee. Amen . 


Prayer jor Christmas . 

f~\ GOD, the abundance of thy mercies is 
fulfilled ; thou hast given him to us, and 
laid him in the manger, thy only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. 4,1 

Prostrate on the earth, I adore this great 
mystery of love, and pronounce with filial 
affection and lively faiths— The Word t oas 
made jlesh t and dwelt among us. 

The Word / — here I discover and confess 
thy divinity ; — t oas made jlesh / Here I dis- 
cover and confess thy humanity 

O Son of God, I adore thee with heartfelt 
love ! I glorify thee and thy Father ! I place 
my trust in thee* for thou* art become like 
Unto us in all things, excepting sin. 'I will 
submit to thy guidance, O Jesus, for thy 
Spirit njaketh me a child of God,— and a 
child of God will I remain, in life and death. 
Grant me for this end, O Jesus ! thy holy 
grace. Amen. 


Digitized by Google 



5 ? 


Mti iUtliom uni Ftayertjur tlie holy time uf 

Lent 


f’PHERE is ho spectacle more affecting tw 
. the mind, and none more elevating to 
the soul, than when we behold pure and real 
virtue engaged in an arduous struggle with 
obstacles and miseries of all kinds. 

Virtue never shines so brilliantly, as when 
she comes forth victorious from the field of 


severe combat. Never is the greatness, the 
noble nature, the strength and constancy of 
the human mind so plainly and loudly declared 
as when, beset with innumerable obstacles’, 
yet fearing no exertion or no difficulty, and 
unchangeably faithful to the good capse, it 
f makes the most painful sacrifices to duty. 
And no 4 where is this combat of the holiest 
and purest virtue so manifest and glorious, ** 
in the sufferings of my divine Redeemer* 
Jesus Christ. ^ 


During this holy season of Lent, appointed 
by our Mother the holy Catholic Church, ( 
v ~ will place before my eyes, in a more lively 
manner, the sufferings and death of Jesus, and 
fix them deeply in my heart. Yes, with seri- 
ous reflection and recollection of spirit, I will 
entertain myself with my loving Redeemer,, 
and Consider well what he took upcm himself 
for my deliverance. Each of these days shall 
be consecrated in a particular manner to the 
remembrance of Jesus ; I will gradually fol- 
low his sufferings in silent contemplation, and 
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•Very day penetrate my soul with some fresh 
scene of the torments he endured. Thereby 
I shall fulfil his holy will and imprint his holy 
image deeply on my soul. It shall alvfays be 
before my eyes, it shall accompany me every 
where, and move me with holy violence to the 
most grateful love for my divine Benefactor. 
And inflamed with love, by the consideration 
of the sufferings of Jesus, then shall I cheer- 
fully follow his divine call. May it also be 
my firm resolution, during this holy season of 
Lent, to let no day pass without making fresh 
progress in the consideration of the great 
work of our Redemption I will moreover in 
these days imitate the example of the apostle* 
with whom the wfodom of Christ crucified was 


the first and most important science. This 
naeditaticn will not remain unproductive within 
iqe, it w|ll increase my devotion and filial love 
of Jesas, it will shew me those sin9 for which 
he shed his bio <4d in all their enormity, it will 
encourage me to patience and- tranquility in 
* my sufferings, and animate' me in every sor- 
rowful hour of my pilgrimage to remain true 
to my arduous vocation, and to shrink from 
no labour for the goo& of my brethren ; and 
so by an attentive consideration of the passion 
of my most holy and divine Saviour, I shall, 
as he desires, become better and more truly 
> pious. I begin the history of the Passion of 
Jesusi as it is written with lively interest in 


the holy gospel , and 
tivetyv 


I will consider it atten- 
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In the passion and death of Jesus Hearn-—' 
1st. — The manifold characters of men. 

2ndly The most admirable example of the 

Son of God, made man. 

3rdly. — The eternal degree of the heavenly 
Father. / 

I 

I learn to know vohat men are . 

1st.— .In the great world. 

godly. — In the little school of Jesus. 

I learn t chat men are in the great World . 

1. In the high priests who condemned Jesus 

to death, an injustice proceeding from 
hatred, jealousy, and rage for dominion. 

2. In' Herod and his court, an injustice pro* 

ceeding from levity and ridicule. 

3. In Pilate, an injustice from weakness, 

which yielded to the importunities of the 
high priests. 

I learn xjohat men are in the small school of 
Jesus . * 

] .—One betrays his Lord. 

2. — Another denies him. ^ 

3. — The rest abandon him. 

ii. 

I learn^ to hnotv the Son of God and Man . 

1st. — In his obedience to his Father. 

2ndly. — In his love for man. 

3rdly.-r— In his submission and patience, even 
to the end. t 
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III. 

I learn the decree of the eternal Father . 

That sufferings and death should terminate. 
1st. — -The Redeemer. 

2ndly. — The Redemption of the sinful race of 

men. 

^ .* # * 

O my soul l take to heart the sufferings and 
death of thy divine Redeemer, and become i 
now „ at least penetrated with the great and 
salutary reflection Jesus suffered for ti iy 
sins ! 

But have I rendered myself worthy of thjV 
sanctifying institution of Redemption ? 

Have T, in all the relations of life, like 
Jesus, conscientiously discharged my dtity as 
a man, and as a Christian ? 

Have I learned to know myself in a true 
light? v ’ 

Have l not suffered myself to be deluded 
by a deceiving world, by the enjoyment of 
sensual pleasures ? 

Has love, — true brotherly love, been the 
main spring of all my actions in my commu- 
nications with others ? 

Have I borne disgrace and injustice, with 
Christian resignation ? «* 

Have I strenuously endeavoured to search 
the truths of salvation, and the holy gospel of 
love,— and therein to seek 'true knowledge ? 

Has my faith been conformable to the doc- 
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trines of the visible church founded by Jesua ? 
For she alone is the pillar and ground of 
truth. ' 

How often have I abused the noble gift of 
speech, by undervaluing and detracting ray 
fellow Christians ? 

Alas ! has this hitherto bf en my case ? The 
truth telling voice of m^ conscience loudly 
proclaims it.— It shall not, however, be so for 
the future. I will arise, and having put on 
the new man, I will become a more faithful, 
And a more pip us Christian; and so will 1 
raak$ myself worthy, O Jesus, of thy suffer- 
ings and death. 1 will courageously and re- N 
sol utely press on to the mark before me. I 
will, in the world, but not with the world, 
gratefully receive all the gifts, which thy 
fatherly goodness bestows upon me m such, 
abundance, and firmly support the difiicultiea 
and pains of my state 6f life, in the firm hope* 
that thy love will one day turn them for me 
into joy. And if my courage at any time 
fails, I will look on thee,*my divine Redeemer 1 
the exalted pattern of my imitation ; and 
theta l shall learn in confusion how, much thy 
pains and sufferings exceeded mine. 

I ,will courageously follow thy footsteps ; 
for thou thyself dost sweetly invite me to fad- 
JoW thee: he Jhat will come after me, let Jim t 
take up his cross and follow me* By sufferings, 
O Jesus, thou didst first -enter into thy glorjr; 
by sufferings alone shall. I be able to arrive 
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at a like glory. Every day of my life, but 
particularly during this holy time of Lent, 
appointed by thy holy Church, I will study 
the history of thy passion, and in that study, 
find thee, — receive thee into my heart, and 
never more depart from thee, till death shall 
unite me to thee, my Lord and my God !,when 
1 hope, after my course of lire is finished, to 
fee numbered among-thy elect. Amen* 

'Ah* Devotion of the Holy Way of the Cross, 
for the usual Stations . 

Preparation. 

A JESUS ! my divine Master and Re- 
deemer ! I will now devoutly consider 
how painful was the way in which thou didst 
go before me to heaven. May thy Holy 
^Spirit enlighten and strengthen me, that I 
may walk in thy footsteps, and follow thee 
faithfully in thy life and in thy sufferings ; so 
. that Tmay one day come to thee by a happy 
death, and rejoice with thee and all thy elect 
for eternity. 

- I. Station. 

V. 0 Jesus / let the memory of thy passion 
, and death 

R. Preserve me from evil, and strengthen , 
me to good . 

MOST innocent Jesus! thou art falsely 
accused, and condemned to the most 
ignominious death of the cross. Thou didst^ 
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Bothing but good, and wouldst onjyteacfc 
men how to please God, to secure their own 
good and eternal happiness. But on this very 
account because thy intentions were so goo , 
and thou didst so firmly propound thy divine, 
doctrines— thou must die ! 

* * # 

I will think of thee, O divine Saviour ! 
whenever I have to suffer without cause, qr 
on account of my. good intentions. The re- 
ward or gratitude of the world shall neVer be 
my object, when I do what is right, or benefit 
others. I will never go against my conscience 
to please men, nor for fear of them omit 
any good. I will only regulate myself by 
thy divine, maxims, O Jesus 1 for which 
thou didst suffer death. Thou wilt one day 
be my judge, when I appear before thee . 
Our Father, &C. 

II. station. 

V. O Jesus. ! let the memory of thy passtoh 

/R. Preserve me from evil, and strengthen 
me to good. 

W ILLINGLY dost thou take the heavy 
cross upon thy shoulders, O most meek 
Jesus ! and as a lamb not opening its mouth, 
thou submittest to be led* to the slaughter. 
Thou callest upon us all ; “ He that will 

dome after me, let him take up his cross, 

# ^ * 
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I cheerfully take it up : for surely God 
Jays no more upon me, than I am able to 
bear. O it is good for me, that I am obliged 
sometimes to bear and staler something; for 
by this way will Gtfd powerfully draw me to 
a holy resemblance with himself ! this is the 
way to heaven ! O Jesus l thou goest before 
ine with thy v cross ; I follow thee, do thou 
strengthen me by thy grace { 

Our Father, drp. 

III.' station. 

V. O Jesus / let the memory of thy passion 
• and death 

R. Preserve me from evil , and strengthen 
me to good . 

XI OW much hast thou taken upon thyself 
ior my sake, O most loving Jesus! the 
heavy cross, the sins of the world, and my 
sins ! How great was this burthen ! But 
still greater was thy Jove for us ! Thou didst 
firmly endure eyery torment, Jo procure for 
us forgiveness of sins, the grape of God, 
and life everlasting I 

# # # 

What are my sufferings, O most innocent 
Jesus ! when .compared with thine ? Can I 
with any Justice complain of that, which I 
have brought upon myself by my negligence, 
and deserved by my sins ? O I will bear it 
for my warning and amendment. 1 will 
suffer, as a Christian, with patience and for- 
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titude, all that happens to me, however pai*- * 
ful and difficult ! * 

Our Father, &q. 

IV. Station. 

V. 0 Jesus ! let the memory of thy passion 
and death , 

IL Preserve me fro xn evil, and strengthen 
me to good . 

0 MARY! what were the suffering* of 
your maternal heart, when you beheld 

your son in the hands of the executioners, 
fottering under the weight of his heavy cross, 
between two thieves ! How must that sorrow, 
like a sword, have pierced your very soul ! 
But you ever remained the humble handmaid 
of the Lord, with mo other wish than, “ Be 
it done to me according to his will ! ’ 

- * * * * 

* 

This shall be my consolation too, when 

1 have to suffer, or see others suffer, and 
cannot help them ; “ The will of the Lord be 
dpne ! * Without his permission, not a hair of 
our head falls to thp ground. All must tend 
to the good of those who love God. And at . 
last, there is reserved for us another Hfe. O 
Jesus ! thdu thyself 'didst, by sufferings, 
enter into thy glory, and by the same way, 
th<m bringest us to thyself. ' 

Gur Father, d:c. 
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V* Station. 

V* O Jesus / let the memory of thy passion 
and death 

R. Preserve me fron evil , and strengthen me 
to good . ' ^ 

JESUS! feeble unto death, thou art 
helped by Simon to carry thy cross. How 
cheerfully should I have rendered thee the 
like service, since thou hast done and suffered 
so much for me! But thou hast said, “ What* 
soever you have done to the least of my bre- 
thren, your fellow creatures, you have, done 
it to me.'* * * * 

Now, therefore, when I have it in my power 
to lighten the sorrows and burden of any one, 
shew any one a' kindness, or assist any by 
counsel or consolation, I will do it as willingly 
and cheerfully, as if' I could serve thee, O 
Jesus ! in thy* own person. I can in no other 
way repay thy love, than by loving all men 
for thy sake, and proving my love by actions 
whenever it is in my poweh 
Our Father, &c. / 

VI. Ration. 

V. O Jesus ! let the memory of thy passion 
and death . 

S Preserve me from evil , and strengthen 
me to good . 

HP HE sight of thy portrait, O most afflicted 
Jesus.! reminds me of what thou didst 
suffer for me. It shews me thy patience and 
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fortitude, thy meekness and charity. It is 
my duty to walk in thy footsteps, for thou art 
my divine model, and the most perfect master 
of all virtues. I can please God in no other 
way, than by becoming like to the$. 

. * * *' 

Yes, I will deeply impress my heart with, 
that thou 'didst suffer, and the manner in 
which thou didst suffer ; and to be mindful of 
it particularly in time of temptation and 
trouble. And in that awful hour, when all 
will vanish before me, may my last look be 
directed to thee, my divive Redeemer 1 
Look, then, upon me in thy mercy, and shew 
, me thy most lovely countenance, which is the 
joy of heaven. 

Our Father, Ac. 

, VII. J&talfon. 

V. 0 Jesus l -let the memory of thy Session 
and death 

R. Preserve me from evil , and strengthen 
me to good. 

JESUS! worn and weakened under the 
cross, thou knowest by experience what 
it is to sitffer. Thou knowest how much man 
can hear. And thou knowest. how to com- 
passionate our weattnesr, and tb* support us 
with thy divine strength. 

* * . - ■ 

, * * 

When I am oppressed with the weight #£ 

cared, when my courage is sinking, and my 
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strength failing, when I can scarce bear up 
under hard labour, or violent temptation ; do 
\hou so strengthen me, O Jesus ! that 1 may 
not be dejected nor faint-hearted, but put all 
my trust in Gocb God never forsakes his 
own, and his help is nearest, when ail succour 
seems hopeless. 

Our Father, drc. 

VII T. Station. 

V. O Jesus! let the memory of thy passion 
and death 

R. Preserve me from evil t and strengthen 
me to good . 

11 1/fc^EEP not over me, but for yourselves, 
and your children 1" Thus didst thou,' 
O loving Jesus, address these holy souls, who 
wept for thee in thy most painful way of ihe 
cross! Thou art more concerned for them 
than for thyself! The unhappiness of thy 
people is more afflicting to thy heart than thy 
own sufferings ! 

* * 

* 

' I ought also to bewail my sins more than 
thy severe sufferings, O Jesus ! I- should 
think more how to profit by thy passion, than 
how much thou hast endured ! O Jesus ! be 
thou gracious apd merciful to me, I evn sin- 
cerely sorry for my sins! O G6ff ! forgive 
me for the sake of Jesus ; I firmly resolve to 
sin no more ! 

Gur Father, Ste. ^ 
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IX. Station* 

V. O Jesus / let the memory of thy passion 
and death 

9* Preserve me from evil, and strengthen * 
me to good. 

JESUS ! how heavy is thy cross become 
to thee ; but thy patience is not exhausted. 
Undei the most acute sufferings thou dost ri- 
gorously accomplish our Redemption. Thoq 
art obedient to thy heavenly Father unto 
death,— even unto the de&th pf the cross l 

* * * 

Shall I then do only those things that are 
easy and pleasant? Shall I neglect to do 
good, when it costs me ro labour, or grow 
weary and faint when, it is difficult to dis T 
charge my duty ? How could I thus imitate 
|hee, my divine Savipur, if .1 would' suffer 
pothing for the love bf God and of virtue* 
when thou hast suffered so much, and with - 
#o much fortitude? 

Our Father, &c. 
m X. £tatfon t 

y. O Jesus / let ike memory of thy passion 
and death ' , 

R. Preserve me from evtly and strengthen 
me to good . 

rpHY clothes were cruelly torn from thee, 4 
O most meek Jesus ! In thy weak and 
^hausted ftate, instead of any comforting 
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draught, thou wert presented with bitter 
wine and. myrrh. But even this refreshment, 
slender as it was, thou wouldst not receive. 
Thou wouldst have no alleviation of thy 'suf- 
ferings. 

* v- * 

When I consider thy mangled body, thy 
head coveted with thorns, thy extrema weak* 
ness and overwhelming derilection, how can 
I seek forbidden joys, and be in love with 
pride, sensuality, and luxury? No, my Lord 
and Saviour ! 1 will forsake sin, and ail that 
leads to sin ; I must forsake all evil 
and inclination?, how difficult soever it may 
be to forsake them. O Jesus ! with thy 
assistance l ean do all things. - 
Our Father, See. 

XI. Station. 

V. Jesus! let the memory of thy passion 
and death 

R. Preserve me from evil, and strengthen 
me to good . 

N IN indescribable agony thou art suspended 
^ upon the cross, O Jesus ! thy wounds are 
laid open, thy hands and feet bored through 
with nails, and all, thy members stretched in 
the most cruel manner. Thou bearest all, 
- thou even prayest for thine enemies, and 
pleadest in their excuse, that they know not 
what fh ty dor 
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How easily do I yield to anger and fretful t 
{ less, when the least suffering befals me. Ought 
I then to suffer nothing* when thou, O divine 
Saviour, hast suffered so much for us ? Should 
I bear nothing from others* when they have 
so much to bear from me ! Could I not often 
excuse them by concluding that they acted 
from ignorance, or too great haste, and not 
from any evil intention ? And if this is not 
the case stijl I must rather pity them than 
feel angry with them. 

Our Father, &c. 

XII. gttation. 

V. O Jesus / let the memory of thy passion 
and death 

R. Preserve me from evil, and strengthen 
me to good . 

JESUS ! thou hast then offered thy life 
on the cross, and surrepdered thy spirit 
in the greatest agony into the hands of thy 
Father ! So much has it cost thee to redeem 
us from sin ! so dear and precious to the? ' 
was the soul of man 1 

- * * * 

The sight of thy cross shall excite' in me a 
Horror of sin, for which thou didst suffer 
d)eath. Assist me to die entirely to sin, and 
prepare myself by a pious life for a happy 
death. Let me in my last agony, receive 
consolation and support from thy sacre4 
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frqund* In thee wiU I trust, when all shall 
forsake me. N Take me then graciously to 
thyself, that I may ever be where thou art. 
Our Father, Ac. 

XIII. station. . 

V. O Jesus ! let the merribry of thy passiari 
and death 

R. Preserve me from evil, and Strengthen 
me to good . 

/'h MOST afflicted Mother ! how great were 
your sufferings, when you beheld you? 
son lie dead upon your breast, whom yoii 
bore for the salvation of the world ? But how 
soon has the Beene changed ! Now you aref 
‘with him in heaven, and rejoice at all the 
sorrows you Underwent, since you behold 
yourself so richly rewarded for them. 

* * . * 

It is then my duty not to look upoii suffer- 
ings as signs of the divine displeasure, sined 
even you, O full of grace ! were so severe!/ . 
Visited by them. If I suffer innocently and 
patiently* God will one day reward me for hi 
Short and transitory affliction conducts ter 
everlasting joy ! 

Our Father, 

XIV. station. 

V. 0 Jesus ! let the memory of thy palsirirl 
and deat h 

fe. Preserve me from evil , and strengthen 
nie to good, 

.. ...... 
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length, Q Jet us ! after a painful lift asrf 
most cruel death, thou hast found rest in 
the gravel The gf^Uve is the end of all the 
troubles of this lift; it is for the Christian 
truly the field of God, where his body, like 
seed in the earth, lies hidden and corrupted, 
but afterwards rises again to everlasting life. 

* 4 ■ * , 

I will not then fear the prospeat of the 
£rave; I will not think of death alone, but of 
the resurrection and everlasting life. As truly 
"*s thou, my Redeemer, art risen from the 
grave, and livest now, and reignest for ever ; 
shall I also arise to everlasting life, if T so 
live, as to be able tp hope for a good death. 

Our Father, &c. * 

Concluding' Prayer. 

Jesus ! tliou who didst once so pro* 
foundly humble thyself, and art now ex- 
alted above all ; how glorious find honourable 
is thy cross, which was once so ignominious I 
thy cross shaU remind rae of thy life, and ex- 
cite IQ* to gratitude and true imitation of thee. 
It behoved thee by the way of the cross, to 
enter into thy glory. No difficulties then 
shall withhold me from following thee in that 
way whieh thou hast marked out fqr me. I 
win Took to thee in life, in sufferings, and in 
death, that I may one day come to thee in 
thy heavenly kingdom, where thou liVest and 
reignest with God the Father, and ttye Holy 
^GUos't, for ever and ever. Amen. > 
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Would forbidden joys deceive thee— 

Dost thou sigh while sorrows grieve thee ? 
Look on God’s eternal Son. 

If revenge thy soul would harden. 

If thy heart refuse to pardon, 

Think on all thy tiod has done l 

Is it grievous to fulfil 
Duties (or God’s holy will ? 

Think that Jesus speaks to thee— 

“ Take thy cross and follow me !’ r 


Prayer Jor Easter . 

O N the third day after thy burial, thou, 
O eternal and only-begotten Son of the 
living God, didst arise by thy own divine 
power from the shades of death ; thou didst 
ascend into heaven, in the glory and majesty 
of God, and sittest at the right hand ot thy 
Father, whence thou wilt come to judge the 
living and the dead — the just and the unjust. 
Thy resurrection, O Jesus l is that grand 
event which thy holy church and all the faith- 
ful celebrate on this sacred day, w ; *h all that 
joy and jubilation of which the grateful heart 
is capable, for thy having accomplished, O 
Son of God, the redemption of mankind— 
Yes, thy resurrection completed our Redemp- 
tion. Alluluia to thee, O Jesus Christ, Son 
of God ! By thy resurrection thou didst de- 
liver us from the bands of everlasting death, 
a 
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Thou livest with the Father, and livest for me, 
and all those whom thou hast purchased by thy 
blood. How* can I sufficiently shew, thee tny 
heartfelt gratitude, my most profound ador- 
ation, but by giving- myself entirely to thee;, 
withTaith, hope, and love. O Lord ! may no- 
thing separate me from thee. — I will remain 
thine, and be for ever faithfully and firmly ' 
united ~to thee, who livest and reignest with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, blessed for 
all eternity. Amen . v 


Meditation and Prayer for Whitsuntide • 

*J*HIS is a ioyful day — a day of exultation, 
* in which thou, O J^sus Christ,' didst 
establish thy visible Church upon the founda- 
tion of thy apostles, by the power and mission 
of the Holy Ghost; thou thyself being from 
eternity the corner stone. A holy and me- 
morable day, in which I will consider thq 
greatness of this edifice of thy Church. After 
thou, O Lord Jesus ! hadst ascended from 
earth to heaven, and wert seated at the right 
hand of thy Father, thy love for . us men in- 
duced thee to send down to us the Holy Ghost, 
who is united to thee and thy Father' for all 
eternity. 0 love — unspeakable love of my 
Saviour ! — I adore in the dust thy bounty and 
grace ! The promises thou didst make to thy 
beloved disciples were indeed fulfilled : thou 
didst send them, the Spirit of Truth, te lead 

i 
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„ \ 

them into all truth. Atid 4 when he descended ' 
upon them; how did he* renew thy disciples, 
before they» renewed the whole human race ! 
Whatjoy; what power was given them by thy 
holy Spirit ! what courage' animated them ! 
How did thy holy Spirit* display in them; to 
the 'astonished world, the virtues' of thy divine 
religion) and exhibit in a* lively' manner the 
powers of' the world 1 to- oome! Of thesey a r 
y email one was the faculty imparted to thy dis- 
ciples* by* the* Holy Ghost; ot speaking, lan • 
guages* which; th'ey had never learnt -—that * 
th&sk&Tecovered, over whom* the shadow- of ' 
Peten passed as-he walked along ; — thatthose 
fell dowsiidead^ who had 4ied to Peter, that is, 
to the Holy Ghost, who was in him ; — that he 
coold say te the lame beggar; who lay before 
the* gate of the temple: 44 6Hver and*goId*I 
“ have* none-— -but 1 what I have, I givefothee'; 

41 in* the name of Jesus* Christ of Nazareth, 

44 ariWasd walk/* High as^this power raised 
thy* apostles* above every thing human, these 
miracles themselves^ were only as erablems of 
theseeffeets- which will be. produced by thy 
apostles in the hearts * of men, if* we are en- 
lightened by faith, if the hope of everlasting 
life: springs up in our souls,- and ^charity, which 
is the soul of the rehgion of^ Jesus Chpcst, in* 
dames our hearts^ Strengthtenedbythe power 
of the- Holy Ghost, thy* first 4 followers went' 
joyfully ‘tel suffer death for* thy dame. O how* 
many shed' their blood forth^ hoty *doctrines 
Whoever followed* thy lovi ng* invitation , was> 
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enlightened by the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
and submitted to thy sweet yoke. The people 
were upright — men were chaste~barbarians 
softened ; tender virgins praised God amidst 
the torments of martyrdom; thousands and 
tens of thousands of professors of thy holy 
religion defied the power of tyrants, praised 
God, and prayed for their persecutors. 

* * * 

Thus by thee, O holy and divine Spirit I 
was the church of my Saviour established, of 
which thou, O eternal Son of the Father, didst 
say, that the gates pf hell should never pre- 
vail against it. Yes, thy holy church stands, 
and will stand till thy second coming. O con- 
soling faith ! deeply fixed in my heart I can 
pray with confidence: Father, give me also 
thy holy Spirit ; the spirit of sanctification, 
that what is unclean in me may be purified, 
and the fire of thy divine love enkindled within 
me. Spirit of Truth ! teach me to walk in 
the path of virtue — teach me to value virtue 
above all earthly treasures. Spirit of Forti- 
tude ! give me strength to combat vigorously 
against the dangerous temptations of the 
flesh, and of all evil. Spirit of Wisdom! 
teach me to discover those perils which en- 
danger my salvation ; enlightened by thee, I 
shallpossess the means of arriving at a thorough 
amendment of my whole self. Spirit of Re- 
solution and Constancy ! inspire me with a 
firm conviction that jpie.ty and virtue cdone.are 
the highest honours and gJory ef man. O di- 
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Tine Spirit ! enlighten the darkness of my 
•oul - 9 in the many errors of this transitory life, 
admonish me in the hour when the flesh threat- 
ens to overcome the spirit. Bring me to the 
knowledge of myself — destroy in me all spi- 
ritual sloth. Let the fire of pure charity to- 
wards God and man be enkindled within me, 
that all I do and permit, may tend according 
to God’s most holy will, to the eternal salva- 
tion of my soul. Amen . 


Prayer for Trinity Sunday . 

TO THE ONE GOD IN THREE PERSONS. 

I WAS baptized in thy name, O almighty 
and heavenly Father ! — thy name will I glorify. 
I was baptized in the name of thy beloved Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ thy king- 
dom will I extend, I will love thee, because 
he died for me.* I was baptized in thy name, 
O Spirit of God ! the holy Spirit of the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; 1 will accomplish thy will, 
which thy powerful voice makes known to me 
by the call of grace and the voice of ray con- 
science. For thy honour will I Jive, O hea- 
venly Father 1 I will ever study' to imitate thy 
example, O Jesus ! and by the virtue of the 
Holy' Ghost, I wifi do all - that can lead me to 
everlasting happiness. I will lift up my eyes 
to heaven, where the stars shine, where my 
heavenly Father dwells, the Father of my Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ ; L will lift up my 
heart to heaven, where thqu lc $ c jcsus Christ, 



78 >RAYElt FOJt CORBU* CHRIST I. 

fittest >at ithe bright' baod >6f ^©od,‘«nd ofowa 
•toboi»i*r>lt com* m>4by *glory i to -judge 4d1>tfittn- 
diind, O! thou imy! Mediator- and Advocate; 
4o heaven will I raise t»y mind’ and tdl *my fa- 
-cu]tie8,wherethou, O 'Holy Spirit, uni tost ail 
the (blessed in eternal love. 1 0 holy, thrice 
hbolyt God ! >vthen shall • I enjoy * that ’ blissful 
-country, that region of unclouded hi ightnesa 
above? when sh^U I enter those "heavenly 
abodes, which thou hast prepared for those 
who believe in thee,> hope in thee, and love 
thee ? when shall I be v able to sing, in mind 
and heart,- with ell thy elect, an everlasting 
hymn of praise to thee, O .great, holy and 
merciful God! Honour, adoration, praise -and 
glory be to my God, the great* and good God ! 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the only God in ihree 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

m " 

Prayer Jar Corpus Chtisli. 

TO JF.SUS CHRIST IN THE HOST HOLT , 

sacrament of the altar. 

How does my heart rejoice to' heebie to 
appear in thy holy, temple, to lay before the* ' 
al] my cares, to pour out my whole heart be- 
fore "thee, my Jesus, who art ever truly pre- 
sent in this most holy sacrament of the altar ! 
O sacred presence of my God ! my soul is 
penetrated with it ; O almfghiy God ! Creator 
of heaven and earth ! In profound adoration 
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I will meditate on this most holy mystery, 
and fix deeply in ray soul all those great and 
precious benefits which come to me by thjs 
sacrament. 'The consideration of these will 
make me improve, in goodness and: piety. , By 
the fall of the fijst man, we became apostates 
from thee ai\d grangers to thy loving heart. 
But thou didst compassionate us men, thy 
children, and didst give us thy son Jesus, who 
brought renovation to the human race by his 
appearance on earth, by his doctripes, his suf- 
ferings, death and resurrection ; and this re- 
novation is the chief design of the institution 
of the holy sacrament of the altjar. Al&s! 
how much is this spirit of Christ’s institution 
and this spiritual renovation mistaken by many 
in our 'days, who are so infatuated as to de- 
grade thy holy sacrament to a mere memorial 1 
No, it i9 a banquet of the most intimate union 
with thee, no bare memorial ; for as the nop* 
rishment and strength of bodily food unites 
itself with the body, so by receiving this sa* 
crament, I become united anew to thee, O 
Jesus ! and to my brethren, thy faithful fol- 
lowers. Yes, thou art deposited for me upop 
thy holy altar, thou art the bread of life ; for 
by worthily receiving this, I am strengthened 
for Everlasting life. This holy mystery is 
Moreover a daily and solemn acknowledgment 
of the works of my redemption, and most 
perfect act of homage and protestation which 
"I can make to thee; not with words, but by 
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the power of thy Holy Spirit, to live for thee_ 
in spirit and truth, to die for thee with all rea- 
diness, and to shew forth thy death in my life, 

•tiH thou comest again. This mystery of thy" 
love is to me a living pledge of my resurrec- 
tion, and of everlasting life. Thou, O Jesus, 
givest everlasting life to those who give them- 
selves up to thee ; thou art the good shepherd, 
and no one can snatch thy sheep from thy ^ 
hand : for thou holdest them as fast as thy Fa* 
ther’s hand is united to thine. O let then the 
spirit of thy love, O Lord, be poured into my 
heart, and according to the fulness of thy- 
mercies let me'becomeof one mind with thee, 
when thou shalt have satiated my soul with the 
bread of heaven, in the most holy sacrament 
of the altar. Yes, my understanding bows 
down-readily to faith, and with the eyes ofhu- 
raility I see thee in the blessed sacrament with 
thy body and blood, as God ahd man. And 
how consoling is this faith to me ! In every 
necessity, when none else can help me, I 
come io thee, and thou dost willingly receive 
me. When I meet with trials and adversity, 
thou dost call out to me: come to me all you 
that labour, and are heavy burthened, and I 
will refresh you. When death tears from me 
those who are most dear, I come to the foot 
of thy holy altar, and receive from thee cou- 
rage and strength to exclaim : thou didst give 
them to us, thou canst take them from us ; 
thy holy will be done ! When the desire of sia 
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arises within me, and my passions rage, tfiou 
givest me constancy in good, and dost enable 
me to combat in the war against sin. Wh^n 
my sins bow me down to the earth, thy blessejd 
presence in the holy sacrament of the 
restores me, and promises me forgiveness of 
my sins by contrition and penance. Be thou 
praised and adored for ever in the most holy 
sacrament of the altar. Amen . 


Prayer for the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary . 

MARY, thou highly-favoured, elect soul, 
full of heavenly purity !* who wert as- 
sumed into heaven from the miseries of this 
earth ; what a happy exchange was this for 
thee ! Thou, who wert a child of man — to 
become so high and blessed ! Thou, so little 
and poor upon earth, to be now so precious 
In the sight of God, so honoured and favoured 
before the Most High ! Thou, a daughter of 
Israel, didst become the mother of the world’s 
Redeemer, of whose kingdom there is no end, 
and whose power knows no bounds. Thou 
holy Mary, so devout in spirit, so holy in thy 
conduct to the end of thy life, and now so 
glorious before heaven and earth. How deeply 
didst thou share the sorrows of thy Son ; — 
how much hadst thou to bear of the miseries 
of this mortal life ; and at length the hour ar- 
rived, which released thee from all the suffer- 
E 2 
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mgs #f the body, and from all anguish of 
soul. Yes, all tears were wiped away from 
thine eyes, and thy holy soul was filled with 
joy without end or measure. Yes, thou blessed 
among women ! thou wert the first and most 
noble of Christians, the most humble adorer of 
uur Redeemer, the kind mother and friend of 
those who love thy Son — and therefore the 
creatures of earth praise thee, the adorers of 
thy Son honour [thee ; the angels of heaven 
venerate thee, the assembly of the faithful 
praise the‘e ; thou art glorified near the throne 
of God— with thee is the love of the Most 
High, the joys of heaven are thy reward, 
and a blissful eternity the portion of thy in- 
heritance. 

Jhus hath God recompensed thy fidelity, O 
thou full of grace ! Thus hath God rewarded 
thy pious patience, which continued to the 
end. O holy God ! how great and glorious 
art thou in Mary ! O Mary ! thou most holy 
of the daughters of men, who have ever lived 
upon our earth; how happy, how full of Ce- 
lestial happiness art thou— and "wilt thou be for 
ever ! O Mary, thou Mother of Mercy ! pfay 
for me, a poor sinner, now, and at the hour 
of my death. Amen. 
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Of a Pious Child before y the Picture of his 
holi) Mother . 

(Written by the Prince — not in any former cditien.) 

O thou, supremely blest, 

Unsullied glorious rest 
On thy bright, seat above : 

Our sighs vO thee ascend, 

Thy gracious help extend, 

Mother of beauteous love ! 

In thy maternal arrps, 

Full of celestial, charms, 

Rests Jesus, sweet and mild ; 

Sis eve look$ down with thine 
On itfe ; and light divihe 
, Beams from thy lovely child ! 

O that fof us be made 
A jjlace by thy kihd aid % 

Near thy beloved Son ; 

When his redeeraihg grace 
Shall all our sins efface, 

And Virtue’s crown be wad. 

His hdavenly voice we hear 
Bid all-through thee draw near 
To r£ign with him above 
Thy" voice invites us too, 

His word to hear and do v 

And follow him in love* 
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How sweet and mild thy voice, 

O be my happy choice 

This day before thee made ; 

May thy dear Son by me 
Be ever, as by thee, 

Loved and in all obeyed ! 


( Translation of the lines under the Picture.) 

Mother! to thee myself I yield 
' Console me in the hour of pain , 1 
Be thou my life’s support and shield 
And by me in my death remain. 

Traycr for the Sorrows of the Blessed fir gin 
v Many. 

MARYJ Mother of God, blessed among 
women, through thy kind intercession 
may I have access to thy beloved son, Jesus, # 
whom thou didst bring forth for us, that he 
might be gracious and merciful to me. Thro’ 
the unspotted purity of thy most loving heart, 
obtain for me the gift of purity of soul and 
body. Through thy humility pleasing in 
the sight of Qod, obtain for me an humble 
mind ; that my conduct may never be dis- 
graced by the pride of life. Through the 
blessed fruit of thy Womb, obtain for ma 
fruitfulness of virtue, and all profitable works, 
that I maybe well-pleasing to thy divine Son. 
Through the favour thou didst find with God, 
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obtain fat me grace and forgiveness of my 
many and grievous sins. Through thy invin- 
cible patience in sufferings, and deep sorrow 
beneath the cross of thy beloved Son, obtain t 
for me an unshaken confidence in divine Pro- 
vidence, in all the tribulations of this life. 
Through the calm and pious resignation with 
which thou didst receive every word from the 
mouth of thy divine Son, obtain for me the 
grace to be sr zealous hearer, and faithful ob- 
server, of his divine word. Through the be- 
' nevolent maternal heart, which thou didst 
shew to all the children of men, obtain for me 
the fire of charity both for God and men. 
Through the floods of tears shed beneath the 
cross of thy Son, and the bitter anguish thou 
didst feel at his death, obtain for fne x the 
strength and assistance of my God in the hour 
of my departure, when the terrors of death 
and judgment will overwhelm me. O be thou 
ever a kind and loving intercessor for me in 
life and death. Amen . 


Prayer jor the Feast of Saint Joseph , 
March 19 th. 

O FATHER of men ! thou leadest us mor- 
tals in a loving and wonderful manner. 
Happy are they who give themselves up to thy 
amiable guidance 1 Thine is the guidance of 
Unspeakable wisdom, unbounded love and 
astonishing omnipotence* Thou often per- 
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wittest Afflfctfoti fc to belfa! thy most faithTuT'ser- 
vents ; btrt tlioa not fqrtake thfetii, And 
thy help ts always At hand fdr tlfehi. Tfiod 
didst permit Joseph, k jOSt aitd Virtuous fn&n, 
to be Meter ttoe *jW6St afflietiftg cirfcii msthnVee, 
Which fcduid happen to, hh upright Arid hoblb- 
mfinded hfeh; bttt thou Wbrt at hand to assist 
Mm in thy oWft good thne. CrAnt thUt bit 
ekahipte majr fife A pbwerftil iircifcertteht to ilk, 
to fti’.fil thy Will, O Odd, ih Simplicity bf 
heart, with fidelity afrd tiprighthtess ; Arid thht 
when wethbbt With UhfhkWtled siftfcHhgs, WhWA 
the aetOtnblishnSbAt tff thy hdly will rekds ok 
iri to difficulties ; or When out rieijghbbdrfc, And 
ev^ti out* frteftds And telsfiorife give Us Sdbj'e’A 
of complaiht* Wb- taaay thihk df ^thb exafmfftb 
of St. Joseph', add imitate him in filial ctriifi • 
dende in thy ffethetly assistance, Ahd reSignk- 
tioh to tfty most ho’l Jr Will, in the Idvte df dui 
neighbour, ahd Ml t!h6Se Virthcfc WHidh ihadb 
St^ Joseph so great, sb Amiable and Ad gib* 
r joUs ; and that in the end our death may be 
like to his. Alton. 


Prayer for the Feast df ahy SdiAt. 

MO$T bddhtiftil Father ! Wild pTdmisest 
" eensblatioH j hfelp Add deliverance to dll 
those Whd fly td thted With ffifcl dbftfiderice Strid 
fciheere supplldatiort, grant oS thrddgfl the 
i&tereeasian df this thy *kint tbfe grace eve? 
to AVek thy most holy will with sincerity m . 
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•ur roost serious concerns, and to lay before 
thee in prayer, O father Of. mercies ! all our 
necessities, and imperfections. For we know 
that thou wilt not leave our justice unreward- 
ed, nor our desires unaccomplished ; that 
thou qiakest all that befals us conduce to eur 
good, that thou hast only our happiness in 
view, that thou knowest all our infirmities, 
an 1 only permittest our sorrows for our pro- 
bation and our greater good, to make us 
mindful of our Sink, and pteparte us for that 
everlasting happiness, which is the end Of our 
creation, the term of oyf hope, and tht r8- 1 

compence of. our virtue. Amen. 

Prayer for the Fcatf of a&Ioly Virgin, 
Widow, or holy Woman " 

•4 jh MOST bountiful Father ! We beseech 
^ thee to grant us thy powerful assistance, 
that after the example of thy holy ,St. N. wte 
may be diligent in fulfilling our duties in thy 
service, ready to assist our neighbour, indul- 
gent to his failings, severe to ourselves, and 
contented with all that happens to at. Re- 
move from us all malignant joy* all disposi- 
tion to censure, all coldness, fill unfriendly 
and peevish behaviour, abd all that might 
weaken in us the love of our neighbour. Sup- 
press that disposition to softness and indolence, 
which prevents us from discharging faithfully 
the duties of our calling, which leads us teh 
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sensual indulgence, withholds us from a right 
use of temporal goods, from charitableness 
and alms-deeds, nourishes our self-love, and 
makes us incapable of self-denial, and the sub- 
duing of our passions ; — and grant that the 
example of this thy servant, whose memory 
we celebrate, may strengthen and encourage 
us in the (loly resolution to serve thee by the 
observance of thy commandments. Amen . 

. Pt ayer for the Feast cj All Saints • 

T PRAISE thee, O God! fn thy saints, for 

having created them, and given them thy 
abundant grace. Thou knowest the merits of 
all thy friends. . Thou didst ever present them 
- with the blessings of thy grace. Thou didst 
foresee them for thy beloved before the be- 
ginning of the world. Thou didst choose 
them but of the world, and draw them to thy- 
self by many attractions, and didst pour ce- 
lestial consolations into their souls. Strength- 
ened by thee, they persevered in good — and 
how affectionately did they crown their virtue ! 
With what unspeakable love dost thou love 
them all ! Yes, O thou who art holy and in- 
comprehensible ! I praise thee, in thy saints. 
Thou hast delivered them, O Jesus ! from 
darkness, sin and death, and brought them 
to thy kingdom— the kingdom of light, of 
life and love. 

O ye beloved saints ! you are as the fairest 
flowers in the garden of my Qod, where the 
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grace of God, and the spirit of Christ, our 
Redeemer, reign within you. O happy com- 
pany of God ! You are seen — you love — you 
flourish in God's eternity ; you shine in the 
truth of God. you exult in the good things of 
God. I will fix my abode with you on high ; 
1 will leave this earth in affection, and mix in 
your holy society, and with you become one 
heart, one soul, one continued homage of 
praise to God. 

Th,ither I direct my eyes ; to that abode on 
high, and to you I lift up my heart, to you, 
O ye saints of God ! I direct my prayers. O 
that they may be directed in one everlasting 
alleluia, with you ; and to your God and mine 
— to your Redeemer and mine — to your Holy 
Spirit and miqe : glory, praise and benedic- 
* tion be to God and the^amb, from eternity 
- to eternity ! Amen. 

Prayer to our Holt/ Angel Guardian • 

THOU messenger of the Lord ! holy 
Angel-guardian, given me by God for 
my protection ! How do I rejoice in the Lord 
my God, who has. given you to watch by my 
side ! O how affecting is that declaration of 
Jesus, that the angels rejoice more at. the 
conversion of one sinner doing penance, than 
upon ninety-nine just. This your holy parti- 
cipation in my spiiitual improvement, and in 
my earnest endeavour to amend, encourages 
me never to stand still in this important «f- 
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fair. Your application to accomplish thfe will 
of God, shall* be an example for my imita- 
tion in all situations and difficulties of life, to v 
animate to accomplish the mbst holy will 
Of my>good God. O that in this I 'may dili- - 
-gently imitate you, my holy angel-guterdian ! 
Yes, I will do dll in my power to fulfil the 
will of my God on earth, as the blessed do in 
heaven. O' ye angels of God! you are ap- 
pointed by oar loving Father to minister to us 
poor mortals; this 'fills note with sentiments bf 
gratitud# to thee, O holy God ! and teaches 
me' know the value of my being. It is surely 
a great honour to be a human creature, since 
you, O ye blessed spirits, are Appointed to 
take charge of our saltation. O let the rte- 
Terenoe I shew to you, tny hbly angel-guar- 
dian, be an encouragement to me to be cou- 
rageous in the combat against sin ; for you, 
blessed spirits, fight by my side. O stand by 
me in the hour of need, obtain for me the 
grace and bietcy bf God, particularly at the 
hour of death. And after this life, conduct 
my sdiil before the 'throne of the Most High, , 
and obtain for me, "a poor sinner, grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 


Renewal of our baptismal Vows . 

jOY the holy sacrament of Baptism, thou 
■*“* didst . give me, 0 Lord, -a title to the king- 
dom of heaven ; hy the reception of this sa- 
crament, l entered into the true church of 
Christ, and took upon myself the sacred ob- 
ligation of complying with thy holy precepts. 
Great is the grace «of which I became a par- 
taker by the holy eacrament of baptism.; bat 
.great also is the obligation which I have taken 
upon myself. I will consider well the unspeak- 
able favour conferred upon ipe by the recep- 
tion of this holy sacrament. Washed, purified 
from all my sins, from the original corruption, 
by thy grace, O God ! —without any merit of 
mine, washed in thy blood, O Jesus, which 
flowed on the cross for the reconciliation of 
fallen man — I became thereby' possessed of 
that sanctifying grace, which enables me to 
become a new creature and one of thy chil- 
dren. Moreover, 1 became thy inheritance, 
O Jesus ! and I no longer beloog to the un- 
happy children of Eve— I am become a citizen 
of heaven, and possess the most seeure hope 
of eternal life. O ! I will not undervalue this 
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prerogative of my high dignity ; I will not 
forfeit this privilege by sin, for any worldly 
good or any momentary pleasure. No, my 
Lord ! np trouble shall be to me too great, no 
sufferings too severe, for the pure preservation 
of thisr blessing ; and since by baptism I have 
access to all the treasures of grace in thy holy 
church, and am antitled to partake of all her 
holy sacraments, those fountains-oT grace for 
our eternal salvation ; I will use them for the 
good of my soul, that I may be strengthened 
by them, and enabled to remain faithful to my 
baptismal engagements. May these holy vows 
be ever sacred to me and inviolate, by which 
I swore fidelity to the standard of Christ. In 
the name of the most holy Trinity, in which 
I was baptized, I will think, speak and act, for 
God’s honour and the salvation of my soul- — 
by that I will gain everlasting life, I will walk 
in the humility of Christ, in faith, in devotion 
and holy love, till at length my Lord shall 
crown me and make me happy for ever, among 
the blessed inhabitants of heaven with endless 
joy and felicity. Amen . 
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A Prayer and Thanksgiving for having 
received the Holy Sacrament of Con ft - 
mation. 

GOD ! how joyful and full of blessings 

for eternity is that day, in which by a 
worthy reception, as I humbly hope, of the 
holy sacrament of confirmation, I received the 
power and virtue of the Holy Ghost, and was 
strengthened in the faith of the divine word 
of thy Son, which is deposited for us in thy 
holy Church. O Lord ! for this favour my 
heart returns thee thanks with ardent devotion. 
O ray God, I pledge myself anew to remain 
faithful to thy commandments, to devote my- 
self entirely to thy holy will — and may thy 
holy Spirit, the author of all . good, give to 
raiy feeble will his divine perfection ! O God, 
how many happy hours didst thou give me to 
enjoy in my youth — how tenderly didst thou 
instruct me in all necessary knowledge of thy 
law. O let tears of joy flow from my eyes to- 
testify to thee my most lively ^gratitude. Thou 
wilt also in the future years of my life, give 
me strength and courage by the voice of my 
conscience and the calls of thy holy religion, 
not to waver in the many dangers to which my 
faith in thee, O Son of God, exposes me in 
this world. Strengthened by faith, I will ever 
remain thine, ever choose the way of truth, 
do thy hply will, become ever more and more 
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holy and pleasing in thy sight ; I will never <f 
forsake thee — nothing shall separate me from ' 
thee — for thou art my God, and my only con- 
fidence Thou art ever faithfulAgrant that I 
may ever remain true and devoted to thee — 
an«l constant to the covenaht I made. to thee, 
when I received the holy sacrament of con* 
firmation— before thee and thy angels, and all j 
thy holy saints in heaven, who by virtue of 
faith fiave gloriously finished the course in 
which thou didst call them to run, from eter- 
nity to eternity. Amen . 


Prayer for the holy , Church *of God® 

|j|- LORD’! grant to thy holy, apostolic 
Church increase and prosperity; that* all 1 * 
its, members may improve in the knowledge of 
the truth, in faith in thee and thy- Son • Jesus 
Christ OLord ! let that happy- time arrive, 
when all people shall believe in the gospel of 
thy* Son, and there may- be~one fold and one 
shepherd. Let our. erring brethren come to 
the knowledge of thy eternal truths, who 
blinded by the love . of novelty* are become 
strangers r to thy unerring word, preserved in 
thy holy Church. O Lord 1 bring them baek 
to the one* fold of the one shepherd. Glorify , 
thy holy Church, and give to her- worthy 
bishops and priests -—bless their station and du- 
ties, plant in their hearts light, truth, virtue, 
and charity. Give thy blessing to their la* 
and Jet their word* which; isdn roatity 


, Digitized by CjOO^Ie 


PRAYER FOR INDULRENCIES. 95 

thine, fkll upon good soil. Give us also, O 
Lord, pious and wise teachers, full of the holy* 
fear of God, who may. be to us faithful guides, 
to conduct us to thee, and exemplify in their 
lives and actions all that they teach with their 
mouths. . May their blessed instructions.-anif 
mate us to execute thy word, and in all oc- 
currences of life to lay up in our hearts what 
they, teachfrom the chair of eternal truth.— 
When they exhort, entreat, and admonish us, 
we will joyfully and willingly follow them.— - 
Preserve and govern our chief pastor N. that* 
he may Jong guide the bark of St. Peter, and 
thy. power and grace may be visible in him. 
Preserve and bless* our bishop N. that by. fol- 
io wing his voice, we may be' and remain good 
sheep of *tbe best of shepherds, Jesus Christ. 
Reward the- pains, the labours and sacrifices 
of our t beloved pastors, and may we long pos- 
sess them, that they inake thy blessed word 
ever, fructify within us. Amen, 

Prayer for gaining Indulgences . 

fk GOD, most holy Father ! thou who art jus- 
tice itself, and before whom nothing sinful 
can appear : who dost not leave unpunished 
the crimes and transgressions of men, and-, 
yet full of mercy and love* art alwlfys ready 
to extend thy paternal arms, to receive again 
repentant sinners,, when they bring fourth 
worthy fruits of fmmce ; spare me for th$ , 
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lake of thy beloved 'Son Jesus Christ, who foj£ 
us sinners shed his blood, and delivered him- 
self up to death. Most merciful God ! from 
the bottom of my heart I detest the sins of 
my whole life ! with the bitterest affliction and 
sorrow, I now feel but too deeply, how much 
punishment I have deserved for them — but I 
trust with firm confidence, by tlfe infinite me- 
rits of' my divine Saviour, and for the sake of 
this thy beloved Son, that thou wilt be gra- 
cious and merciful to me. O Jesus Christ, 
Son of God-! who hast received atl power 
from thy Father, thou hast appointed a chief 
pastor in thy hply Church, to feed and govern 
thy flock, which thou hast so dearly purchased 
by thy blood. Directed by thy holy Spirit, he 
lias this day granted to all contrite and true 
believing sinners, file remission of all temporal 
punishment, in thy most holy name. O Jesus! 
my only 'mediator with thy heavenly Father, 
let me be reckoned in the number of these* 
truly penitent sinners ; that I may partake of 
this precious grace of full remission of all the 
the temporal punishment I have merited^ In 
faith and confidence, in thy infinite love to 
us, I pray, to thee that thy holy church may 
be extended and glorified; remove from her 
all schisms and dissensions, let all her mem- 
bers be of one mind, let the light of thy gos- 
pel,^ I beseech thee, O holy God, be carried 
to ajl the nations of the earth. Enlighten and 
strengthen with the fulness o the Holy Ghost 
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the supreme head of thy holy Church, Pope 
N. as also all the bishops and ecclesiastical 
superiors,; that by holiness of doctrine and 
holiness of life, they may promote by every 
means the propagation of the Christian ami 
Catholic faith. Grant us peace, that precious 
gift of thy grace : unite the hearts and minds 
of king6 and princes : that they may govern 
thy people in prosperity and benediction, and 
we may all praise and pray to thee in peace 
and unity from eternity to eternity. Amen. 


Prayer for the Rogation Days for the Fruits 
of the Earth . 

GOD, the giver of all good gifts, we have 
sown our seed, but if thou givest not thy 
blessing, our labour is in vain, and we shall 
want our necessary' sustenance. We have 
sown in humble confidence of receiving a 
manifold increase i thou wilt not deceive us, 
thou wilt deal with us with more than parental 
tenderness. If at any time thou hast visited 
lands an v d countries vtfth sterility, thou hast 
provided other means, and disposed the hearts 
of benevolent neighbours to divide tlieir abund- 
ance. But we trust, O heavenly Father, that 
thou wilt spare us this severe scourge. We 
beseech thee to give prosperous weather to 
our crops, that they may thrive and come to 
maturity. We submit implicitly . to thee, thou 
knowest best what is for their prosperity : anr* 
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oftentimes when shortsighted roair lias doubted* 
of the indrease, thou hast given afterwards at' 
plentiful harvests Thou hast given- unfathom* 
able powers to nature, which is often most 
productive, when we see most reason to app-re* 
bend. So wilt thou give rain, wind and sun- 
shinein their proper season, and crown this 
year also with thy blessings But if thou bast 
otherwise decreed, we will humbly; leave our 
destiny in thy bands : thou wilt fi&d ways* and 
means to- deliver us in all our necessities. 

I will take example from the seed we have 
sown. As it is sown in the earth that it may 
increase, so ought I also to itbprove^with* the 
graces 1 have received from thee. As we 
look forwar^to an abundant harvest, so ought 
1 to look forward to futurity, where I shall 
reap, what I have sown here upon earth * 
where if T have hero practised Virtue, I shall 
not fkil to gather the fruits of it. As the 
grain** decays in the earth, to come forth again 
with renovated beauty, so must I, ‘through 
death enter into new, and everlasting life.— * 
What' an encouraging symbol for me ! What 
confidence does it inspire, since it represents 
my hopes of heaven ! A" pledge that thou ha$A 
created me to enjoy a happy .eternity* Amen* 


* 
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tnercy an d truth, O God, endure for 
ever ; but . every day is new to us, and 
wver^ day thou dost bless us with good things* 
'If I look back to the year that is past, every 
clay exhibits fresh proofs of thy love. 

from how many dangers hast thou pre- 
served me ! How many misfortunes hast thou 
k$pt far from me ! When I was perplexed 
with difficulties, thou wert ever my counsellor, 
my helper and comforter. The corporal and 
spiritual benefits I have received fifom thee, 
•re innumerable. 

Thou permittest me this day to begin a new 
vear— whether I shall see the end of it, is 
known only to thee, thou Lord of life ahd 
death! How many have not lived to see this 
day, who but yesterday exulted at the prcs~ , 
pect of it i And thus 1 am by no means sure 
that I shall see the evening of this day. How 
many reasons have I then to make the begin- 
ning of it available to my salvatioii, to humble 
myself before thee, and to acknowledge my 
iniquities. Yes, O my Father 1 many times 
have I renderedmyself unworthy of thy grace ; 
but pardon me 1 beseech thee, and call me 
not away in the midst of my sins. 

~ If it shall please thee to prolong my days, 
(,rant me with the new year fresh strength to 
pursue the way of thy justice ! Let me walk 
conscientiously before thee, in thy holy fear, 
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and bring forth works of virtue. If thou hast 
sufferings in store for me for the future, grant 
me courage to bear them well; but if thou 
hast decreed to give me happiness and joy, 

O let me not be over elated, so as to forget 
thee. If the pleasures of the world allure me, 
let me not give ear to their seductive voice, 

, but let me fix my eyes upon those true and 
everlasting joys, which thou hast prepared for 
those that love thee. 

Give ear also, O God ! to my prayers for 
my neighbours. Give thy blessing to every 
profitable undertaking, and every lawful pro- 
fession ; have mercy on the sick, the desolate, 
the poor, the widows and orphans ; give pros- 
perity to all around us : be thou the comforter 
of all 'who need consolation, and give help to 
all who call upon thy nanfe. Preserve our ' 
land in peace ; let true brotherly love animate 
the hearts of the great and the lowly, and let _ 
unanimity every where prevail. Bless thy 
- word, and its holy teachers, and may it bring 
forth fruit a thousand-fold, that the heavens 
and earth may be^renovated by it. Extend 
s still further the knowledge of truth and good- 
ness; and may this- knowledge produce a 
thorough change in mankind. And when our 
pilgrimage is ended, bring us through death 
to that life, where there is no change of times, 
and where we shall ever thank and adore 
-thee. Amen . . 
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Prayer on our Birth Day . 

I LOOK up to thee, and adore thee, 0 my 
God! on this day *** years ago,' thou didst 
give me life and a spul which is immortal : 1 
became a human being, the image and like* 
ness of thee, and 1 feel happy in the grateful 
remembrance, of this blessing. My spirit is 
lost in adoration and astonishment, when I 
consider myself and reflect on the being I 
possess. By what wonderful means, utterly 
•unknown to me, was I animated in my mother s 
womb ! I learned to fed, to hear, to see, and 
afterwards to speak — 1 learned to know the 
signs of m^ parents' will ; — by the holy sa- 
crament of baptism 1 was consecrated to thee, 
and received the happy privilege of becoming 
thy child* ta the course of my life, thou 
hast given me abundant opportunities of ac- 
quiring knowledge. Thus l learned the know- \ 
ledge of thy commandments and my duties. 
«~-How many joys didst theu bestow -on. my 
youth! Often when I was going astray, thou 
didst sweetly call me back. And when Iliad 
the misfortune to offend thee, my most loving 
Father, by sin, thou didst raise me up again 
by the consoling wards of my spiritual guide. 

By such tender ways hast thou led me from 
my birth till this hour. I adore 4 a astonish- 
ment the dispositions of thy providence.—. 

But this memorable day shall be to me «sm- 
Ft 
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dally a day of benediction, on which I will 
commend my life and ray happiness anew to 
thee. With confidence I cry out to thee— 
r forsake me not in my declining years — forsake 
me not, poor, frail and weak mortal as I am. 
IIow much longer I shall yet continue upon 
earth 1 know not, but with humble hope, 

1 wholly abandon myself to thee. I shall ' 
have nothing to fear from the prospect of 
eternity, if I.leadapious andhdy life during 
the days of my pilgrimage. 1 will consecrate 
this my birth-day, by approaching to the holy 
' altar of my divine Redeemer, with worthy 
preparation and spiritual recollection, and 
l'u 1 ! of adoration, faith and love, to receive 
his precious body and blood. Thus again 
united with thee, O JeSus^ I will implore of 
thee strength and blessing lor the time to 
come, that I may bring my labours here on 
earth to a happy termination, and one day re- 
ceive the reward of them on high. O my 
Lord, say 1 beseech thee with love and tender 
mercy— 1 So be it done unto thee.” Amen . 


A PraijCr for the Saint's Day of cur Name. 

T BEAR, O Lord, the name of one of thy 
beloved saints — it was given to me in the 
holy sacrament of baptism, that I might walk 
in his (or her) footsteps, and live as he lived, 
in order to become what he now is. (Here 
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consider one of ' the most remarkable virtues in 
the life of your holy patron ,) In the number 
of thy saints made perfect, who are now in thy 
glorious presence, I behold weak ones rendered 
strong and resolute by thy grace — sinners 
brought back to the paths of virtue — young 
men who preserved unsulllied the pearl of In- 
nocence-virgins, who followed the Lamb in 
purity of life — aged persons, who bore the 
afflictions of advanced age with Christian re- 
signation — martyrs of Christ, who for his sake 
joyfully gave up their blood and lires to death, 
to exchange this miserable life for a crowm of 
everlasting glory — bishops and priests, who 
extended the kingdom of Christ, and his gos- 
pel — monks and sofataries, who in holy retire- 
ment renounced the joys of the world, that in 
the contemplation of the goods of, heaven, 
which are laid up for us, they might never 
lose sight of the one thing necessary : God 
and his kingdom, Christ apd his doctrines, and 
his death. O! how many examples does thy 
holy spouse the church, propose to me as 
models of imitation ! O Lord, I will celebrate 
this day in spirit and truth, by praising thee 
with filial affection, and endeavouring to imi- 
tate the saint of my name, and thereby become 
pleasing in thy sight. O glorious saint N. 
obtain for me, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the grace, strength and blessing of 
God, for this purpose. Amen • 
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Preijcr for the Last Day of the Yrmr. 

Appropriate oho far an Evening MeMiaHan* 

A WHOLE year then is gone; fund with 

the coming morning, I begin a new year 
la a wonderful manner and full of love, hast 
thou my 6od, conducted irie through this year. 
Every succeeding day was a fresh proof, that 
thou, O God, art my father, and the father of ' 
us all. What gratitude, what joyful adoration 
do I owe to thee ! And how shall I begin to 
express all the feelings of pay heart, which the 
remembrano? of the multitude and, greatness 
of thy benefits excites in my soul ! But how 
does this remembrance cover me with tonfu* 
e’on, when I consider how often in ybars past 
I have been ungrateful to tjiep, how often I 
have neglected to ful$J those duties, to which v 
thy fatherly lovp had obliged me. On this 
day, I will recount the papt year in thy pre- 
sence — I will spripiisly put these questions to 
my conscience:' 

' 1. Am l become better pr more sinful? 

2. Have I advanced of gone backward in 
the knowledge of the one thing necessary and 
of my holy faith ? 

3, How should I now appear at thy jtidg* 
ment, if it should pJease thee to caB me by 
death from this eartP ? 

O my Cod 1 how am I confounded when I 
leak has k an the year that is past ! but it shall 
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be far otherwise with me in future. This day 
I take thee to witness, O omniscient God ! 


the promise and resolution I make, to let no 
day pasaof the new year upon which we now 
enter, without raising up my mind and spirit 
to thee in filial supplication. 

I will fully and conscientiously discharge 
all the duties imposed upon me by my holy 
faith. 


V 

v 


1 wi ! l. prove this my faith by works of charity. 
I will never stand still in the way of perfect 


tion, but ever move forwards. • 


These are my sincere intentions, and thou 
my God wilt give me the will to accomplish 
them. Yes, in this new year thou wilt be in 
a more especial manner my father. Grant 
to me and all that are dear to me the blessing 
of health. Give me neither poverty nor riches, 
but oqly what I have need of every day. Grant 
to all men, my brethren, happiness, health and 
blessing. In all sufferings let me never forget, 
that thou disposest all that happens to men 
with consummate wisdom ; and that nothing 
can happen in this world which is not per- 
mitted by thee for our good. Even in the 
hour of affliction thou affordest me the occa- 


sion of honouring thee as my best father, with 
perfect confidence. Grant that not only to- 
morrow, but every future day of my life may 
be to me most important ; since all things are 
hastening on to return no rnoro, and I know 
not even if I shall live till to-morrow. To 
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thee I comroeod myself End all that belong 
to me— *for thou alone knoweit what is gocfi 
*and profitable for me. Grant me what; thou 
pleasest, for the sake of thy only begotten 
.Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Prayer of Parents for their Children. 

o GOD ! the children thou hast given roe Ere 
thy own ; they pre the best with, which 
Aby goodness has blessed me. Preserve them, 
P God of goodness !—~Jielp me, ,Q pod, End' 
assist my honest endeavours tobringtliem up 
for thee. For this undertaking, and for the 
accomplishment .of this duty, grant me pa* 
tience, light and strength. Grant me a beam 
of thy divine light to enable me to lore them 
with tenderness ; and seriously to . correct 
their faults; that I may knowJvaw to punish 
and reward them in due season. Grant my 
children a love of learning, and a holy leva 
End desire of thee and of all good. O God ! 
preserve their hearts from pride, obstinacy 
and pernicious idleness. May they be b leased 
with the knowledge of the truths of eternal 
salvation. Instructed well in thy Holy gospel, 
may they truly know thetf, and do thou guide 
them and preserve them from all evil ; — O 
Lord, do thou conduct them, strengthen their 
holy faith, preserve them from scandals ! and 
when the storms of seduction threaten these ' 
innocent plants, be thou their support and * 
Confidence. May they have thee before their / 
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eyes, O God, in all situations of life. May 
they ever follow. sincerely the voi?e of con- 
science. Let their tender hearts beat only 
for virtue.. and rectitude/ O g*>od‘God, let' 
me live to derive much happiness from all the 
children whom thou hast given me, do thou 
form them to become picas Christians, and. 
net in name only' but in deed, disciples of thy 
Soft’ Jesus Chris u O Lord ! I will leave 
them at & future ' day to choosfe^ that state of 
life, to* which them hast? given, them strength 
ancTtalents ; that by thfe gOod they do in their 
several' stations, I may! derive joy and conso* 
Nation in my old age; if th'oir pfermifctest me to 
attain it. O God i l well know' and feel my 
own* weakness, aad'att tbatis wanting to en- 
able me to^bring Up good children* But I 
will do ah id' my powter faithfully to- discharge* 
set holy a* duty : grant to my good- will- thy 
divine odoperabionl G What a- consoling 
thought -for me* to- be abte tb- say on my 
death bed : G’Gafd! thou diit give me chil^ 
dren — I have well discharged my/ duty towards 
them 1 here edmm end them to^theei-I have 


made* them pfousohristians, that they may 
become dtizensof everlasting/ life in-heavert^ 
With thL<L will look for ward to futurity, and 
with hope anti' confidence daily ! beseech tfreer 
to 'bestow upoh trie every! graces ami- blessing. 
Bless my children, bless! mo aridall mine with 
thy choioestfblessti^sWin the* name of the \ 
Father, and of the’Shn*. and thr Holy (Shat* 
Amen* 1 ^ 
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Prayer of Children for their Parents . 

HEAVENLY Father 1 thou hast gUen 
me good and loving parents, who take 
care of ray- soul and body, and gite me iit-~ 
struction as well as food and clothing. I am 
sensible, and will think how much anxiety my 
parents have always "had for me from my birth 
to this hour. O how much do my dear pa- 
rents love me ! And I can never sufficiently 
repay their love; But I can thank thee with 
my whole heart, O God, my heavenly father, 
and my parents for all their love and care, and 
the many sleepless nights they have watched 
over me Yes, I promise thee ray God ! that 
I will love ray parents with a pure heart, I 
will be suhmissiye and obedient to them, never > 
intentionally give them uneasiness, quickly 
repent of every fault, and shew, a ready com- 
pliance with all that they command me. I 
will never contradict them, l will accommo- 
date myself to their humours* and support 
their weaknesses with peace and patience, for 
they are only human creatures liable' to im- 
perfections. I will honour them till death 
deprivea me of them. O Lord ! do thou re- 
ward them, and may every thing be prosper- 
ous to them upon earth. ^ O Father l reward 
them here, by a long, healthy and happy life. 

I will be the support of their old age. As 
Tobias took care of his father* I will tend 
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SUBJECTS FOR THEIR SOVEREIGN, 109 

them With filial affection ; and when the ho\ir 
arrives in which thou wilt call them home to 
thee, do thou sweetly close their eyes, and 
conduct them to that eternal happiness, pro* 
mised to us by our Lord Jesus Christ, thy 
Son. Aniens 

Prayer of Subjects for their Sovereign . 

Q GOt) ! njay our gracious sovereign ever 
enjoy thy powerful assistance — may his 
eyes be ever directed to thee — and to thee 
may his heart be ever consecrated. Great 
and responsible is the burthen of his govern- 
ment, O«thou who art eternal ! govern him, 
and make hinf* thy willing servant. Grant 
him always thy fatherly grace — and grant it 
also to the officers of his government. Let 
wisdom and justice direct his counsels. Let 
him never listen to the voice of calumniators 
— give him a tyie knowledge of thyself; Let 
him not trust in himself, but in thee alone, 
who art goodness itself. Grant peade to him 
and his territories. Let the welfare of his 
subjects be his glory, and their blessing his 
joy. Preserve him in life, and make him 
happy after this life with a crown in heaven, 
through thy beloved Son, our Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen. 



110 


Prayer for our Friends. 

o GOD of Goddness! what a happiness tot 
we to have a friend, who is united with 
me in a holy friendship, and loves me truly 
and with heartfelt affection. A friend whcr 
shares my joys and sorrows— to whom I ean 
say all that I feel, whom. I am bound to love 
and value, who by his close union with thee, 
my God, and by hi£ virtuous conduct and 
conversation, teaches me the true vsdue of 
life, and i9 united with me in the earnest en* 
deavour to attain to that life which will never 
end. Preserve him to me, 0. Lord, for m 
edification ; let us have but one thought, will, 
inclination and action — namely, to please thee* 
AU our endeavours are for the improvement 
of our lives,' we are not united by the desire 
of transitory pleasures, but by real affection ; 
and this is to us a fortaste of pure and hea* 
venly joys. Preserve this friend of my heart, 
enlighten him for the performance of every 
duty— strengthen the foundations of his faith, 
strengthen him in the power of thy might, and 
may he remain stedfast in piety and; virtue— 
Keep him far from error, 0 Lord, and grant 
me light and discretion, to warn him when he 
appears to go astray. Preserve him also for 
me, when I am in danger of falling — and how 
easily do I* fall, poor, weak and mortar that I' 
jtm ! Give him then thy tender love for me ; 
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that be ^pay stretch out his Brotherly hand* 
and bring me back to thee. Let us always Be 
united in holy friendship and become wiser* 
more virtuous and mare perfect— let all flat- 
tery be far from both ; let us both be honour- 
able, open and sincere. Let nothing dissolve 
the bands of our friendship. In joy and sor- 
row* unite us ever jfiore and more closely.— 
And when at length I am called away By 
death, and he is separated from me* then let 
itt, still united in spirit By love, pray for each 
Other— let him happily finish Bis course—* 
Crown him in a better world with joy and glory 
—and after ray mortal course is run* lead mo 
fo hint, where united again for ever* we raa/ 
praise and adore thee our God m the land o* 
j^eace and everlasting repose* Amen \ 


Prayer Jar oiu' Enemies . 

^-f*0 merit thy approbation, O God, and tef 
**• prove by actions that I am a. Christian* 
find desire to lead a life of virtue, I must 
sweetly and freely forgive my enemy* who ii 
even bent on afflicting and oppressing me. If 
it afflicts me to be hated by him; still £ will 
cry out to thee with my whole soul; 0 Lerct 
forgive him ! for he knows not what he does. 
Let him as a man and a Christian remain ever 
dear to me ; I will never give him uneasiness. 
O God, full of patience and forbearance* who 
lettest thy sun shine and raid fall upon the 
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Food and the wicked, give him also tty bene* 
diction. Truly I should be unworthy of thy 
mercy and grace, which thou so lovingly be- 
stowest upon me, if I did not forgive my enemy 
with a willing and chearful heart. Let alf 
hatred and revenge be far from my heart ; t 
will give pleasure to my enemy by acts of 
kindness, and by these endeavour to gain him* 

I will never wish him evil. And should this 
my friendly conduct bring him over to me 
again, I willingly offer him the hand of peace* 
and will give it to him with brotherly affection* 
free from all art and dissimulation. So doing* 

I shall have no cause to fear at thy judgment* 
and with lively confidence, I may hope to en- 
joy thy love, and remember with consolation 
the assurance of thy divine Son ; forgive* and 
you shall be forgiven. Amen . 

Prayer for Fidelity to our Vocation • 

("h MY God ! thy holy will calls all 'to an 
^ active and useful life, -and to sUch a life 
thou hast united substantial* advantages and 
manifold delights. I will faithfully follow my 
vocation, far from all disgraceful idleness !— I 
will never consider the duties of industry as 
an oppressive burden. No, they are to me the* 
means and the sure way to aiTive at greater 
perfection. Yes, O God, I reverence thy wise 
and good regulations throughout the worlds. 
1 fed and acknowledge how strongly they 
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oblige me to industry and fidelity to .tfie duties 
of my vocation. O that 1 may never forget 
these duties, and ever faithfully discharge 
them ! All my abilities and powers, all my 
gifts and talents are favours of thy goodness, 
which thou hast entrusted to me to be consci- 
entiously employed. I must one day give an 
account to thee for them. Thou hast directed 
me in this world to this state of life, and given 
me certain occupations for the good of thy 
children upon earth. O that I may worthily 
correspond with thy appointment, and thereby 
promote the good Q.f others*. j[ have manifold 
obligations towards my fejlow men. I cannot 
dispense nritfe their b.elp and support, and I 
daily receive services from them. 1 will return 
these good offices, and endeavour all I can, by 
diligence and fidelity, to become useful to them 
in my condition and calling. Still l am but 
an instrument in the hand of thy divine provi- 
dence, to'contribute as an individual creature 
to the great work of the happiness of man- 
kind; and the more faithfully'I labour in my 
vocation, the more indefatigably l do that 
good, which 1 can and ought to do in my 
sphere of action ; the more havp I reason to 
rejoice, and cherish in my soul the consoling 
testimony that I am fulfilling on earth thy most 
holy will. O God ! thou workest from eternity 
to eterpity; thy power is unlimited, and its 
^productions immense; and all that thou dost 
is and produces life, joy and happiness. 
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jwyr I bv the best and most diluent use cf s If 
that 1 am, hare and can, become more an4 
mere like to thee, my heavenly father, andbjr 
Christian industry and unwearied fidelity to my 
vocation on earth, prepare myself for higher 
and more Important occupations, which thojjL 
jrilt give me one day in a better life, through 
thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ* Jmq i. 

Prtyer fur a Student. 

rpHtlJE is the timo pf my youth; Q Gad 
A of my life! 1 will dedicate it to thee* anfl 
^evote myself entirely to a life of piety, 0 loy^ 
ing Father 1 strengthen this resolution witlu$ 
toe for the sake of thy holy love, and giro 
me thy holy blessing, to accomplish it faith* 
fully. Thou art my lather — f am thy child* 
ana let it be my greatest joy to lo.ye thee alone, 
purify all my earthly inclinations with the fire 
of heavenly love. Enlighten my understand* 
ing to know thee aright, and tbps to become 
Jike to thee. Teach me to enrich my under? 
Standing with wisdom ; for time flows rapidly. 
Uway, and I so earnestly desire to consecrato 
to thee the first fruits of my days: that when 
the evening of life draws on, 1 may look bach 
with peace upon the days I have sp?nt. O 
J^ord ! 1 will now do all I can to please they 
—and remove far from me every thing that 
plight offend thee. Preserve my youthful 
Jiejurt from proud seff conceit. JLet modesty 
k y ogle. 



PRAYER FOR YOtJNG WOMEN'. H5 

and innocence be Jrbfc fairest ornament of 
my soul. Give me a mild and gentle spirit; 
i Will never think ill of others, but always re- 
main in humility. I will never give ear to the 
alluring voice of idleness. Preserve my eyes 
from all unchaste desires— far be my heart and 
jvill faom the snares of forbidden pleasures — 
J will avoid all company which is likely to be 
pernicious to roe, and may I fear and fly from 
all the pleasures of sin more than from death. 
■Grant me success in all my studies, prosper by 
thy tight and grace all my scientific pursuits; 
and let me with joy find pleasure enquire after 
truth. Giye strength and blessing to my be* 
loved teachers, and bless all their undertak- 
ings. . Make them happy in their labours by a 
harvest of benediction ; unite me more closely 
to them by the ties of affection and confidence, 
reward the labours they undergo for my in- 
struction and improvement, and may I one day 
meet them on high, where our knowledge will 
£e understanding, and our faith vision. Amen. 


Prayer for Young Women . 

G®D ! I am thy child, and I can work 
out my salvation only by loving thee with 
jny whole heart. Make me in all things like 
to thee. Watch over me in soul and body.^— 
In alt 'things my sole endeavour shall be to 
please thee. I will ever keep myself fVom 
pride and all self-seeking. Let modesty be 
Q 2 
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my ornament, and virtue my beauty. 1 will 
faithfully perform in meekness and silence the 
daily labours which thou hast imposed upon 
me. 1 will praise thee in filial humility' of 
heart, I will never despise ray neighbour, I 
will ever labour With restless .exertion for.my 
advancement in virtue. I wiH' carefully guard 
my youthful heart from all love of idleness.— 
Studied pomp, unnecessary and idle show are 
not pleasing to thee. For thy holy will is that 
1 should clothe myself with modesty and con- 
fusion. In my solitary hours I will raise up 
my mind with heartfelt joy to thee, my God— 
I will think of the transitory nature of all 
earthly things, and often repeat to my heart 
that important truth : death will deprive thee 
of all ; but it will give thee all if thou spend- 
est thy life in the practice of piety. I will 
never squander away Jhe precious time of my 
life in empty trifling, my only endeavour shall 
be to spend it profitably. May ,my eyes never 
enkindle an impure flame in my heart, and may 
no‘ unbecoming levity disgrace my conversa- 
tion. Let innocence and' a good irreproach- 
able calling be ever my glory. I will arm my 
looks with wholesome seyerity, whenever my 
innocence is threatened by ahy danger.' I will 
avoid all company which is in any way danger- 
ous, and with Christian joy fly from the wanton 
pleasures of the world, as dangbrogs to my 
salvation. Let me And pious friends, who 
may all be of one pure heart, and with these 
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unite rae in innocence. Let me rejoice in the 
company pf those, by whose example I may 
become pure and mild, and possess true joy of 
soul, that I may hereafter enjoy the everlast- * 
ing society of heaven, with thee— thy beloved 
Son Jesus Christ— the blessed Virgin Mary, 
and all thy beloved Saints. Amen . 

9 ' ’ ' * ■ 

Prayer for Married Persons 

£\ GOD ! thou didst in a wonderful manner 
create man and woman upon earth, and 
gavest them an immortal soul. Thou didst 
say to thefn, increase and multiply ; and 
didst direet them to the holy state of matri- 
mony, that thereby the human race might be 
propagated. Thou, O Jesus, the Son of God, 
didst raise this common compact to the dig- 
nity of a holy sacrament in the new law — by 
the worthy reception of which in a state of 
grace, we receive sanctification and spiritual 
strength. We beseech thee, O Lord, to look 
down with an eye of mercy upon us thy chil- 
dren, and grant that our union may be happy 
and peaceful, and that under the guidance of 
thy grace, and of thy holy spirit, and always 
walking in the path which thou, O Jesus, hast 
pointed out to us, we may in all things follow 
this holy master. Assist me that 1 may be 
ever faithful to my partner, and never profane 
my ho|y engagement by any crime. Grant us 
peace, and may we carefully avoid all that 4 
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might disturb it* Grant hs strength and health 
to discharge the labours and duties of our 
state, give us prosperity in the occupations of 
our calling. May we enjoy tby holy assist- 
ance, to enable us to earn our daily bread 
without solicitude and painful poverty. And 
when thou fillest us with £hy blessings, we 
will joyfully raise our hearts to thee, our boun- 
tiful. Father in heaven ; we will confess thy 
power, and praise . thy love, which is ' never 
Weary of doing good to us thy children. And, 
Q almighty God, eternal and unsearchable 
if thou sendest us tribulations, grant us also 
Courage and perseverance to bear them wkh 
patience and humility. Protect us in threaten*, 
ing dangers, and be thou our deliverer in every 
necessity. Grant, O Lord, that we may mu-, 
tually fulfil the end of holy matrimony— and 
not be led away by sensual inclinations. In, 
this let Tobias be our pattern and the model 
of our imitation* Bless, preserve and protect 
the children with whom thou hast blessed us. 
Yes, O bountifu} God, we promise to bring, 
them up for thee, and form them to become 
pious Christians, that they may hereafter be* 
co-heirs with Jesus Christ* Amen* , 


Prayer for Women with Child . 

A HDMAN being is within me— imp&ortal 
—the image and likeness of my God !■**- 
O God of goodness I thofc hast biassed me 
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with it, it if thy gracious gift. What sacred 
feelings animate my heart at the thought of 
becoming a mother ! O God, how -chearfully 
will I fulfil the duties of a mother, united as 
they are with many difficulties, but with much 
sweet joy. Grant me bourage, strength, and 
fortitude, when the decisive moment of de- 
livery draws near - — grant me all necessary 
help And care when it is arrived. Preserve, 
Q God, the life of this fruit of my womb, that 
, being cleansed from original sin by the holy 
sacrament of baptism, and washed in tbe 
blood of my divine Redeemer, it may partake 
of all the privileges of the children of God. 


Prayer after a Happy Delivery . 

/"A MY God! how can I find words to ex- 
^ press to thee my thanks, ray fervent and 
heartfelt 'gratitude, for the singular favour of 
my safe and happy delivery 1 the severe anguish 
J felt is now past ; and thanks be to thee, O 
God, my child is alive add well, and a citizeh 
of the world. O may it speedily become a 
coheir with Christ, by the reception of holy 
baptism. ( will take this dear child in my 
arms And offer ft to/hee, O God : — I can find 
BO wprds to pray to thee, I can only remain 
*peeehl£ss and dissolved in tears. But, O 
bountiful Father ! thou undersiandest well tho 
language of tears, they are tears of the most 
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heartfelt gratitude, joy and profound adora- 
tion. O Lord ! give me grace to fulfil all the 
duties of a mother, with scrupulous exactness ; 
let me have the holy dispositions of Sarah, 
ltebecca, and Rachel, in the old testament ; 
$nd those of Mary, thy most blessed Mother, 
pf Ann and Elizabeth, in the new. Amen. 

Prayer for Widows and Orphans . 

li/fY faith in thy wise and unspeakable pro- 
• _ vidence is firmly established ; thou hear- 

est the cries of the widow and the orphap, and 
thou dost accept their prayers. O God of 
goodness i thou wilt never forsake me, a poor 
widow (or orphan)— -thou wilt ever remain 
iny father and kind provider. Thou ’art the 
father of us all. And as to the afflictions which 
thou hast appointed to befal me, O Lord, 
thou hast already— thou cahst, and thou wilt 
change them into consolation. - And if thou 
art still pleased that I Should suffer, I shall 
derive firm and' unshaken courage from look- 
ing up to thee. 1 am content — I will never 
repine at my lot — I will accomplish thy holy 
will with good courage, fidelity, and exact- 
ness ; prudently separate myself ' from the 
^world, avoids all folly and iniquity, and firmly 
fix my eyes on thee in want and affliction, in 
tribulation and distress. Thus will 1 meet the 
future, and thus will I live : then will the days 
my life, and with them alHheir evils apd 
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jkhtows,’ pass away like a dream. And when 
1st length I recline to everlasting rest, then, O 
'God! will I cry out to thee in death; Thou 
art the father of widows and orphans— -hear 
me, grant me grace and mercy, and bring me 
out of this vale of sorrows and tears into the 
kingdom of grace, light and peace everlasting ; 
Where I hope to find again all those who were 
so dear to me in fife — but alas! ' are nov? so 
soon snatched from my side by death. Amen. 


Prayer Jot the Aged * 

T AM now advanced in years : — when 1 
look back upon my life which has so quickly 
flown away— I gratefully acknowledge that 
thou, O God, hast been from my cradle to this 
hour my beloved father and protector. Thou 
didst stand by me in all my ways, and didst 
give me my holy angel-guardian *for my safety. 

0 beloved Lord, often have I had cares and 
smxieties, but I have always found that as the 
morning follows the gloomy night, and light 
succeeds darkness, so comfort and animation 
have followed the bitter hours of life. If 
many times I have not known how to help 
myself — it was thou, O heavenly Father, who 
didst lead me out of the paths of darkness.— 

1 gave myself up entirely to thy wisdom and 
operation, and diligently hearkened to the 
yoice of my conscience, which is indeed th^ 
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voioe-^snd I have ever found that thott dost, 
graciously take charge of u«. Thou hast said 
to me $ “ Even to thy old age I will carry 
thee, I will exalt thee and be thy deliverer/’ 
On this declaration I firmly build, and rejoice 
in it with my whole soul. Now that 1 am old 
and feeble* thou, dear Lord, art my staff and 
•upport ; and this is the effeot of thy infinite 
love for as thy children. And if I am weak 
and weary of life, when I turn to thee, I alt- 
ways find peace and consolation, for tliou dost 
powerfully support me in ray infirmity. How 
long have I yet to . live? Thou knewest, O 
God of love !~-»be it entirely as thou wiliest, 
that is my enly will and desire. I look for- 
ward to the moment, when thou shaltcallme 
out of this life, with tranquility and joy, but 
not without filial fear on account of the dint 
I have committed in my life. When the 
hour of my death arrives, O grant, through 
the blood of Jesus, shed for ine upon the 
erase* that it may be a happy hour for mew 
. Amen, 
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P BAYERS 

IN 

TIME OF SICKNESS. 


Holy Coherence of a Sick Person utitk 
i * God • 

GOD, the Father, Creator of the world ! 
" thou who dwellest for ever above, and 
reignest in the kingdom of bliss, let me now 
raise up my soul to thee, and affectionately 
pour out my heart before thee. 

I wander as yet at a distance from thee in 
this mortal flesh, and have to struggle with 
the miseries of life. Sick, weak, and miser- 
"able, I lie here on this bed of sorrow, unceri- 
tain when the last hour shall come, and death 
shall take me out of this world. , 

This hour is known ‘ to thee alone, O om- 
niscient God ! But whenever it comes, lot it 
be to me a happy hour. When m^r soul is 
separated from my body, do thou r take my 
*oul to thee, which thou hast created for tbyp 
^elf, and let my body rest in peace in tbe,$uiefc 
crave till the great day of resurrection. 

This is my wish and praj'er to thee, O 
Father— may it be fulfilled. Pardon all the 
wickedness and sin which my weakness hai 
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committed against thee. Remember not tbe 
ignorances of my youth, forgive the offences 
of riper years ; ' cover all the sins of my life 
with the veil of thy kind forbearance and 
mercy. I lay at thy feet, O Father, a con- 
trite and penitent heart. Do not despise* it, 
for the sake of thy Son Jesus, who died as a 
victim of propitiation for me upon the cross. 
I offer thee my sufferings, O my Father, 
united with the sufferings and death of Jesus ; 
that being purified by these penitential suffer- 
ings, I may be well pleasing in thy holy sight. 
O what a consolation will it be for me, if I 
remain to the last breath of my life unchange- 
able in my sentiments of contrition, perse- 
verant in patience, and firm in Christian re- 
signation to thy holy will ! With pious con- 
fidence in thy fatherly goodness and mercy, 
my soul shall fly up to thee her Creator, 
when she is freed from the confinement, of the 
body. She shall exchange earth for heaven, 
iuid the vale of tears for the place of sweet 
joys and endless felicity. 

Then no. afflictions will disturb my repose, 
no sickness, no pain will any more befal me, 
no temptations will allure me, no dangers will 
threaten my soul, and nothing will happen to 
give me uneasiness. I shall be with thee, my 
God ; I shall see thee, face to face, I shall re- 
joice with the angels in the clear contempla- 
tion of thee, I shall confess thy ways to be 
good and holy, which here below are dark 
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and hiddep fr$p us> and also thy holy, un- 
speakable counsels, decree? and permissions, 
which to us mortals appear so often at variance 
with thy wisdom and love* I shall possess 
thee, my Father and my God !— love thee 
with the purest love, enjoy thee with thp 
highest joy and transport, and these delightp 
will never have an end. Thou givest to thy 
sheep everlasting life, and no one can take 
them out of thy hands. ( St . John, c. x.v.28.J 
A felicity awaits me, which is not only eternal 
In its duration, but moreover far surpassing 
jn its nature every expectation and desire of 
the heart. No eye bath seen it — -no ear hath 
heard it, and it hath not entered into the heart 
of any man, what things God hath prepared 
In heaven for those who love him. (1 Cor. c. 
ii.u.,9.) 

O delightful heaven, O my good and true 
country and joyful felicity ! why should I not 
patiently endure all things for thy sake ? I 
can merit nothing better by my sufferings than 
fhe possession of thee. Therefore with God*s 
grace I will strive to persevere and press for- 
wards, that I may recpive thy crown, which is 
laid up for me by the just judge. ( Tim, c. iv. 
7 ») 

But I will suffer much more for the love of 
thee, my Jesus, who hast suffered so much for 
me first. Yes, all that I have already suffered, 
all that 1 now suffer, and may have to suffer in 
future, shall all be endured for thy love, as i£ 
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1* tby hdly will.— I have given you an ex* 
ample that you may walk in my footsteps.*' 

( St, Join , c. xiii. v. 15.t— St* Mark , c. viii. v, 
34?. — 1 Pet, c. ii. fly. 21.) . 

I follow thy voice, O divine Saviour ! I take 
tip my cross and follow thee. It behovetfc 
thee to suffer, and so to enter into thy glory. 
\St. Luke , xxiv.) Thy sufferings were longer 
and more grievous than mine, and . thou didst 
bear them willingly, thou wert obedient unto 
death, even unto the death of the cross. 

^ Phil, c • ii. v. 8.) Therefore thy Father hath 
given thee a name above every name, that b§? 
lore it every knee shall bow, in heaven, on 
earth, and under the earth. ( Phil.c ii. v. 8.) 

I follow thee, and hope after my sufferings to 
come to thee. Grant me, O Jesus, courage 
and strength to fulfil this Christian resolution ; 
Strengthen my feeble patience, confirm my 
Wavering resolves, and support my frail infir* 
unity. Engraft me a feeble twig, closely in 
thee who art the true vine \ that living and 
dying I may bring forth in thee the fruit or. 
eternal life. \Vithout thee I can only become 
faint, and yield ; therefore I unite myself en* 
tirely with thee. O Jesus 1 1 love thee ; Jesus 1 
I believe in thee ; Jesus ! I hope in thee ; Je- 
sus ! I love thee ; strengthen my faith, enliven 
my hope, enkindle my loye ; let not this £&• 
tred fire be extinguished within me, let mt 
hopes be fulfilled, let my faith be unimpaired, 
my desires of thee unabated; and my con* 
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stancy in sufferings and? conflicts not weak* 
$ned. 0 desusl to thee 1 resign myself with- 
cnxt reserve — I will be tHJne — in life and death* 
praised and blessed be thy most holy name, 
jmw and for ever. Amen. 

Meditation for the Sick. 

{Appropriate also fir those 4m Health.) 

ft TJEMEWBEE thy last end for there is 
■**' no return.” (Ps. Ixxvii, p. 59.) This 
makes the thought so alarming ; that when 
p \nn by death is once gone out of the world* 
he comes hack no more. 

Thousands of people in towns and villages,; 
in war and peace, aged, relatives, friends and 
acquaintances are dead — and no one of them 
has ever returned. 

Ah ! where are they? In the land of eter- 
nity 1 And what are they doing there ? Thdf 
anioy the fruits of their gbod works in the 
possession of God, dt the certain hope of 
possessing him ; or they suffer the merited 
punishment of the sins which they committed, 
and which alas l they can no longer . 
or expiate. See, my soul, what it is that 
makes it so terrible to die, and renders the 
thought of death so alarming. . , 

Perhaps thou wilt soon be among the num- , 
ber of the dead — perhaps it will *oon be said 
pf thee, that on such a day, at such a time and 
Jipyr, and of such a disorder, thou also didst 
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die. And if they repeat this of th$e Jfi>r a 
whole year f thou wilt not bear it, thou wilt 
pot come back to those who say it. For, my 
'soul, thou wert not made for this wor^L 

Farewell then thou transitory world ! I have 
sought out for years. thy real nature, and I 
have found thou art a valley of tears, a place 
of sorrows, and an abode of great misery. 

As a day-labourer stands at his labour in 
the burning heat of. the sun, so do we mortal? 
stapd at the daily labour of our earthly, occu- 
pations and cares, and await with Christian 
sentiments the friendly evening of death, 
when the toilsome labour of our days will be 
at an end. 

To me this evening is now fast approaching* 
The sun of my mortal life declines, he wili 
soon set and totally disappear. 

Be it so !— is the will of the almighty 
Creator, the Lord of life and death. He 
gave me life, and it belongs to him. Let him 
call for it when he pleases. IjTot my will, but 
his be done, which is ever the wisest and best. 

May this offering of affectionate resignation 
be well pleasing to him ! Accept it O heavenly 
father ! accept it graciously and with a pro- 
pitious countenance I die for love of thee. 
I hope in thy infinite mercy. O Lamb of 
God! Jesus Christ! thou who reconcilest man 
with God, take away from me the guilt of my 
f ins. 

As Abraham offered his only sen through 

Digitized by Google 



MEDITATION FOR THE SICK* 129 

obedience, so I offer myself to thee, O God! 
and my life in obedience to thy holy will. 

Why should I tremble to bring my life this' 
day as an offering 'to my God ? I give it up 
now, that I may receive it again better, more 
beautiful and more happy from the hand of the 
almighty Creator. I can say, in all truth, 
with the apostle ; Jesus is my life, and death 
my gain. ( Phil. c. i. v. 21.) 

He who died in pain and ignominy upon the 
cross, and gldriously rote again'from the ijrave, 
he is the ground of ray hope in an everlasting’’ 
life, and in the wonderful resurrection of my 
body, which is now miserable, frail and full of 
sufferings. (1 Cor. c. xv. v. 12, 13, 14.) 

His holy word has given me this consolation 
of life, and his resurrection has stamped his 
promise with the seal of truth, I die then, to"' 
begin a better life, and T cast off the mortal 
covering of the body, to be clothed at the 
great day of retribution in a robe of lm mor- 
tality. (2 Cor. c. v. v. 4.) 

With thee, O suffering and dying Jesus ! 
with thee js grace, peace, and stfeet conso- 
lation. 

'Thy patience encourages me to endure in’ 
peace all kinds of sufferings. Thy resignation 
teaches me to accomplish the will of Gbd alfc ' 
aidiously to the end* 

Thy courageous perseverance to the end: 

„ strengthens my mind and courage, and pfe* 
feats me from yielding. 
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To thee, O divine Redeemer ! I resign and 
commend by body and soul. Let all miy 
thought*, words and works be consecrated to 
thee. To thee I offer every pulsation of my 
heart; may all my sufferings be made over to 
thee, that thou mayest unite them with thine' 
and make them meritorious. 

' I follow thee, O Jesus, with faith, firm hope 
and filial love ; let me never be separated fronr 
thee, but ever be united with thee, with Marr, 
thy most blessed Mother, with all the holy 
saints, with thee most holy Trinity* Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen . 


Prayer qfa Sick Person about to receive the 
holy Sacrament df Extreme Unction . 

"CrOW fervently do I thank thee, O my dir 
vine Saviour, for having permitted me 
to be born in the bosom of thy holy and sav* 
ing Church, who like a truly affectionate mo* . 
ther, watches over her child rea from, thett^ 
birth to their death. By receiving s the holy 
sacrament of Baptism, I became a new-born: , 
child of Christ, placed in thy arms, O Saviour 
of the world, and thus consecrated to thy. holy 
love* By the holy sacrament of Confirmation- 
I was anointed for the combat against infide* 
lity and iniquity. In the sacrament of Pe* 
nance, when {, unhappy creature, had. offended 
my good God, by transgressing thy holy com#' 
manaments, F was again reconciled to % tbee~ 
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ajid as one restored to thy favour, I was nou- 
rished and strengthened to a holy life with 
divine food in the holy Eucharist— and now 
the holy Church Connies again to my assistance* 
sick and feeble as I ana, to anoint me for the 
last C9nabat. 

O divine religion of my loving Jesus ! thou 
didst come doWn from heaven to the earth, to 
sanctify us in life and death. Tby goodness, 
O Lord, is inexhaustible; thou Vouch safest 
me on my bed of sorrow the holy sacrament of 
Extreme Unction, by the worthy reception of 
which I shall be full of interior consolation* 
intimately united with thee, O Jesus ! and 
atrointed with heavenly courage for the last 
combat. How consoling is the salutation of 
the priest — peace be to this house, and to all 
ivho dwell herein I How earnestly does he. 
pray for mein the name of thy holy Catholic 
Church. 

0 good Jesus ! thou hast said by thy holy 
apostle James : “ Is any one sick among you* 
“ let him bring in the priests of the church 
“ and let them pray over him, anointing him 
11 with oil in the name of the 'Lord ; and tbfe 
tr prayer of faith shall save the sick man, and 

the Lord shall raise him up, and if ha he ut 
g€ 'sins, they shall be forgiven him.” 

1 humbly beseech thee to strengthen and 
defend me by this holy sacrament against all 
the temptations of hell, forgive me my sins*, 
and if it to for thy honour and my seuregood* 
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132 PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD. 

restore me to bodily health. Look down, O 
God! updn ind a poor sinful mortal, griev- 
ously oppressed by the pains of sicknete.— 
Raise up* my soul, for thou didst create it* 
May it derive great benefit from thy holy" 
visit; destroy in me all the power of hell ini 
the namejof God the Father, Son and* Holy 
Ghost, by the imposition of the priest’s hands, 
andrthe invocation of all the holy. Archangels, 
angels, patriarchs, prrophets,. martyrs, confes- 
sors, virgfns, and all saints. Bless me, O Lord/ 
by the hand of the priest ; the blessing of 1 God 
the Father, who created me, the blessing of 
God the Son, who died for me upon the cross, 
the blessing of God the Holy Ghost, who was 
infused into my soul in Baptism, preserve my 
body, 'sanctify my soul, enlighten my heart, 
regulate nrty mind, and bring me to everlasting*' 
life , through Christ our L6rd. A then. 


$ragirj» for tyt Uratt* 

“ClfE are all bound to love one another, and 
” to pray lor one another— this, O gra-„ 
clous God is thy holy will, which thou hast, 
iqade known to us by thy beloved Son, our 
Lord and Saviour. Out of pure lovewedi-^ 
reck our prayers for the souls of the faithful v 
departed ; full of confidence, we pray for their 
ef erlasting rest. O Jesutr ! through thy prd* 
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ifoufe bloodshed for them upon the cross, may . 
they obtain pardon of their sins. Take away 
all the infirmity of their past guilt. t Be mer- 
ciful to thy children who died in Repentance. 
Spare them ; have mercy on their sins, pardon 
and blot them out for ever, thou God of long 
suffering and mercy. Take them tothyself in 
the abodes of peace, rest and light everlasting. 
O God ! prepare everlasting joys Tor my be- 
fofed patents, relations, benefactors, friends, 
&nd all fot' whom love' and gratitude oblige me 
td pray, if they are still in a place of suffer- 
ing. The consoling belief is firmly fixed in 
my soul, that with wisdom and goodness thou 
bnngest all thy children to a happy end in 
eternity— for thou art their father* O ye 
faithful souls departed, I shall see you again 1 
soon perhaps 1 shall have to exchange tempo- 
ral things for those which are eternal ; for as • 
the flowet blows and fades again, so does my 
life bloom and decay. Your bodies may mdul- 
der, but your souls are for ever immortal !— 
And you have received as a holy viaticum— 
the pledge of your eternal life — the flesh and 
blood of Jesus Christ in the holy sacrament of 
the altar; — you took with you the bread of 
heaven, of which whoever eats worthily shall 
not fear geath fdr even 

May my prayers to the heavenly Father, 
offered in humility of heart, bring you com- 
fort and relief! I offer for you the sacrifice 
of the new law— I offer for you all the works 
' ^ H \ ~ ' * 5 
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APPEND!*. 

A PIOUS DEVOTION 

TO TBS 

SACRED HEART OF JESUS, 

IN T*B MOf T A*OB£BU| 

SACRAMENT OF TOE ALTAR, 

Which may be performed on the, feast of the masf 
Sacred Heart , during the Novena, and the 
(ktave jbllofping the feast, on every Friday 
throughout the yearj and fit any time accord 4 
mg to each person's devotion, 

Norn,*— The Novena of the Sacred Heart Bsginf 
on the eve cf Corpus Christi. 

If the N ape of the Father, and of die Son* 
and of the Holy Ghost* Amen. ' 

Coipe, O Holy Ghost, replenish the heart* 
*f thy fiftkbfji), and kindle in jh$p the ire of 
thy divine love. ' 

V. Send forth ihy spirit, and they ihejfb* 
created. B. Jj^nd thou phalt renew the Tapi 
of the ea^th. 

Let us pray. 

O L$rd Qfd of infinite bounty and mercy* 
grant us, we beeeech thee, the grace to he ah* 
ways directed and comforted by thy holy §fif 
vit* through Chjrist, our Lord. A^tsf* 
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Soliloquy of the Soul . 

O my soul, enliven thy fiuth, and consider 
that in the most adorable sacrament of the al- 
tar Jesus Christ is really present, true God and 
true Man, with his sacred heart inflamed with 
most ardent love for thee. Recollect thyself^ 
leaving aside all terrene and distracting thought! 
!nd reflect that thou speakest to thy Jesus, 
thy most loving Lord, Brother, Saviour, and 
Spouse. Oh! how many seraphims stand 
around the altar, and with awful reVerenc$ 
!dore him in the most holy eucharist. O my 
80 ul, unite with them, and witk profound sen- 
timents of a lively faith, firm confidence, ar- 
dent love, $nd humble homage, adore and bless 
thy God, and pray to the Lord of infinite 
bounty, who makes the bliss of Paradise, and 
whose most sweet heart is open to embrace 
thee, and to ^enrich thee with divine graces/ of 
which he is the inexhaustible and eternal 
source. 

Five devout prayers in honor of the most 'sacred 
Heart of Jesus . 

G .1. I adore you, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, in 
' the most august sacrament of the altar, where 
you shew the excess of your tender love. I 
thank your infinite goodness, by which you 
have instituted this divine saprament,and have 
prepared for us a sacred banquet, where you 
give us for food your entire self- O most ador 
rable heart of my Jesus, receive, I beseech' 
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you, t&y soul into your possession, kflomp H 
with the fire of your d)vme loye, and increeyp 
Its ardour daily more and more unto- the laaf 
moments of my Kfe. Amen. 

Our Father. Hail Mary. ' Glory be to the 
Father.' 

2* I adore you, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, in 
tbe most august sacrament of the altar, where ’ 
you continue to dwell, with an inflamed desire, 
that the hearts of n^en would unite themselves 
to yours,, ra order to be replenished with your 
divine graces. I heartily thank your k com- 
prehensible charity, for having so* often united * 
yourself to my heart in the most holy saera? 
ment, and 1 beg you will give me a proof of* 
your most ardent loye, by enriching it with all 
celestial gifts and blessings. Amen. 

> Our father. Hail Mary. Glory be to tby 
Father. 

S. 1 adore you, O Sacred Heart of Jesqs^ 
{n the roost august sacrament of the altar, 
where so many ungrateful men and incredulous 
persons do not adore yon, nor acknowledge 
your real and divine presence. In reparation 
of the injuries they commit against you, t 
coqie filled .with the most profound respect, to 
render you homage, and to protest with a lively 
. faith that you are really present in die most 
holy sacrament, where I adore you with aJl dja 
Catholic and faithful Christians ; beseec^ir 
jrou to enlighten so many wretched spulf 
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are buried in the darkness of error, In order 
that they may also know the truth of this great 
sacrament. 

Our Father. Hail Mary, Glory be to the 
Father. _ 

4. I adore you, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, In s 
the most august sacrament of tbe-altar, where 
you are so little loved and so often insulted by 
bad Christians, who offend you by so many ir- 
reverences and sacrilegious communions. In 
reparation of so base ingratitude I offer you the 
hearts of those devout and fervent souls, who 
with tenderness of love and respectful homage 
entertain themselves’ in the presence of the 
blessed sacrament, and with pure souls receive 
you in their fervent communions. Jn union 
with their oblation I offer y6u my poor but 
contrite heart, huipbly begging that you will 
accept of it, and will imprint on it, and on the- 
hearts o'f all your faithful, that love, respect 
and gratitude, which you expect from us all* 

* Our Father. Hail Mary. Glory be $o tb? 
Father. 

' -5. I adore you, 0 Sacred HeaVt of Jesus, in 
the most august sacrament of the altar, where 
you remain so many hour?, day and night, with- 
out any of your faithful going to visit you— 
Accept, O divine heart, my fervent desires, 
that 1 would go to all the sacred temples 
throughout the Christian world, where you a?e 
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present in the holy sacrament, in order to adore 
you, and to invite, by my humble example, the 
hearts of all men, that with frequent visits they 
would correspond to your love : but as I Cannot 
effect this desire I adore you here in spirit^ 
and wherever you are in the adorable sacrament 
offering up to you the adorations, homage and 
praises of the holy angels, who do not ce^se t<r 
pay their court to you around your holy taber- 
nacles. * 

Our Father. Hail Mary. Glory be to the 
Father. . - 

\ 

Litany of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Lord have mercy on us. Christ have mercy on 
us. Lord have mercy on us. 

Christ Jesus hear us. Christ Jesus graciously 
hear us. 

Go<jl the Father of heaven, 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, v 
God the Holy Ghost, 

Holy Trinity, 

Heart olf Jesus, 

Heart of Jesus,fbrmed of theVirgin Mary, 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost, 

Heart of Jesus, hypostatically united to 
the eternal word, 

Heart .of Jesus, sanctuary of the divinity, 
Heart of Jesus, tabernacle of the most sa- 
cred Trinity, . * 

Heart of Jesus, temple of all sanctity, 
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Heart of Jesus, fountain of 4II graces, ^ 
Heart of Jesus, abode of eternal charity, 

, Heart of Jesus, most meek and bubble. 
Heart of Jesus, most pure and chaste, 
Heart of Jesus, most obedient tit resigned, 
Heart of Jesus, funiape of divine love, 
Heart of Jesus, treasure of true wisdom. 
Heart of jesus, ocean of unfading beauty 
Heart of Jesus, throne of bounteous paercy 
Heart of Jesus, source and pattern of all 
virtues, , 7 

Heart of Jesus, fountain of waters, springs 
ing to life eternal^ 

Heart of Jesus, our peace and reconcilia- 
tion, 

Heart of JTesas, the propitiation fo? our 
sins, ' 

Heart of Jesus, sorrowful and agonising 
in the garden. 

Heart of Jesus, filled with bitterness, apd 
replete with reproaches. 

Heart of Jesus, wounded for Qur sins, and 
bruised for our iniquities, 

Heart of Jesus, which sensibly felt the 
scourges and crown of thorns, * ! 

Heart of Jesus, made obedient even unto 
the deathuof the cross, 

H part of Jesus, pierced through with a 
lamfe, 

|ieart of Jesus, hope of the. just and rc- 
fgjfe of sinngrsj ' ' • • J ' J 
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Heart of Jesus, comfort of the afflicted" 
and tempted. 

Heart of Jesus, safe port of the agonizing 
and dying, 

Heart of Jesus, salvation of the deceased, 

Heart of Jesus, joy and delight of the 
saints, 

Heart of Jesus, sanctification of our 
hearts, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, spare us, O Jesus. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, hear us, O Jesus^ 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us, O Jesus. 

G most meek and humble heart of Jesus, 
render our hearts like thine. R. And with 
that divine fire which thou earnest to kindle 
jon earth, inflame all our hearts. 

Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord Jesus, to be endowed 
with the merits, and inflamed with the love of 
thy most Sacred Heart ; that we may deserve 
both to conform to the example of thy good- 
ness, and to partake of thy redemption : Who 
livest and reignest world without end. 11. 
Amen. 
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ft jBtbottt proper to tfit moitt awHK - 
glam* ot Stint, 

To le oddtd to the Novena, and to be laid at am time **i 
frequently, in order to obtain our lawful requests, ihrou&k 
the powerful mediation of this most adontbk and •#- 
saving Norm. ~ 


O MERCIFUL Jecue ! who didst in tby eafiy infancy 
commence thy office of Saviour, by shedding thy precious 
blood, and assuming for us that name, which is above aty 
names ; we thank thee for such early proofs of thy ifift- 
rite love. We venerate thy sacred name, hi uniott With 
the- profound respect of the art gel, who first announced it 
to the earth, and unite our affections to the sentiments 
of tender devotion, which the adorable name of Jesus, 
has in all ages enkindled in the heart of thy saints. 1 — 1 
Animated with a firm faith in unerring word, and 
penetrated with, confidence in thy mercy, we now most 
humbly remind thee of the promise thou bast made, that 
when two or three should assemble m thy name, thou 
thyself wouldst be iu the midst of them. " Come, then, 
in the midst of us, most amiable Jesus ! for it la in thy ' 
sacred name we are 'here assembled — come into our hearts, 
that thy holy spirit may pray in, and by us, and merci- 
fully grant us through that adorable nartie, which is the 
joy of heaven, the terror of hell, the consolation of the 
jiciicted, and the solid ground of our unlimited ednfi- % 
denqe, all our petitions. ( Hete pause emhite, and *0 fwd 
on our particular requests. ) 

O blessed mother of our Redeemer ! who didst parti- 
cipate so sensibly in the sufferings of thy dear Son, when 
he first shed his sacred blood and assumed for us the 
name of Jesus, obtain for us, through that adorable name, 
the favors we petition for in this Novepft. Beg also, that 
the most ardent love may imprint on bur hearts that sn- 
ored name, that it may be always in our minds and fre- 
quently on our lips, that it may be our defence in temp- 
tations, and our refuge in danger during our lives, and 
jur eea delation and support at the hour of death. Amen- 
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